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M SI A HOPES FOR AGREEMENT OF NAM MEMBERS ON SECURI TY COUNCI L MEMBERSH P

By: E. Sivabal an

DURBAN, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia hopes that all nenbers of the
Non- Al i gned Movement will set aside their respective national or regional
interests to ensure that the restructuring of the United Nations Security
Counci| can be achi eved soon.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said that the problem
now was that NAM nmenber countries want their respective regions to be
represented as a pernmanent nenber of the council together with the United
States, Britain, China, France and Russi a.

"We even face a problemin resolving this issue (anong the NAM
menbers)," he said.

NAM conpri ses 113 devel opi ng nations from Asia, Africa and Latin
Aneri ca.

Speaki ng to Mal aysian journalists in this South African port city, he
said that the issue of the restructuring of the Security Council, proposed
two years ago, could not be resolved if NAM nenbers could not reach an
agreenent on the matter.

However, he expects the 12th NAM Summit whi ch begi ns here on Wednesday
to make several inportant decisions on the issue of the restructuring of
the council.

Abdul | ah, who arrived here yesterday, will represent Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at the two-day Summit to be preceded by the
NAM Forei gn M ni sters Meeting whi ch begins today.

Dr Mahathir is not attending the Summit as he is tired after conducting
a series of visits to the states recently to explain to the people the
econom c crisis facing the country and the various neasures being taken to
overcone the situation.

Abdul | ah said that all the five permanent nenbers of the Security
Council had (deliberately ) del ayed acting on the proposal as they had
their own agenda.

He said that they had submitted their own suggestions pertaining to the
restructuring proposal, making it nmore difficult for the issue to be
resol ved.

"If NAMis not forceful, we will face problenms in pursuing our effort,™
he said.

Abdul | ah al so hoped that NAM nenbers woul d understand and respect the
wi shes of all menbers to discuss any issues or problens at the Sunmt.

He said that every issue that mght be raised by nenber countries
whet her in respect of their own countries or on behalf of their own
regi ons, should be given attention.

"W need to obtain support fromall so that relevant matters can be
inserted in vital docunents (of the Summit). Africa also wishes to seek
recognition over its problens,” he said.

Abdul | ah was comenting on | ocal press reports that issues of the
econom ¢ crisis and nucl ear di sarmanent may not be given serious attention
at the Sunmt conpared to the issue of terrorismlike bonb attacks in
several menber countries in Africa recently including in the host country.

Mal aysi a and several other nmenber countries are expected to focus on
the econonmic crisis faced by the Asian region and several other devel opi ng
countries including South Africa while African countries are expected to
give priority to the issue of terrorism

On Aug 7, bonb attacks occurred at the US enbassies in Nairobi and Dar



es Salaam claimng 257 lives while 5,000 were injured. The US, in striking
back, launched cruise mssiles against alleged terrorist targets in Sudan
and Af ghani st an.

Last Tuesday, another bonmb attack occurred at "Planet Hollywod" in
Cape Town, resulting in one person dead and 27 others injured.

Abdul | ah sai d that he understands that NAM nmenbers from Africa may
focus on the issue of terrorism

On Malaysia's stand at the Summit, he said that Kuala Lunpur woul d nmake
a statenent that NAMwas still relevant and wants it to serve as a forumto
di scuss vital matters concerni ng Sout h- South cooperation besides the issue
of the economc crisis.
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