01/ 09/ 1998
NAM t o push for restructuring of Security Counci l

Syed Nadzri in Durban

THE Non- Al'i gned Movenent i s pursuing efforts to push for the restructuring
of the United Nations, especially the Security Council make-up, which
tilts too nuch in favour of the superpowers.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said the current NAM
meeting here, which started at m nisterial |evel yesterday, was expected
to come up with sonme decisions on this.

But, he added, the 113 nmenbers of NAMnust, anong t hensel ves, disregard
their narrowregi onal or parochial interests to achi eve their objective.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an journalists on Sunday ni ght, Abdul | ah sai d NAM had
al ways wanted the UN Security Council to be expanded to i ncl ude countries
fromthe South as pernmanent nmenbers.

The Security Council now has five permanent nenbers - the United States,
Britain, China, France and Russia - each carrying veto power.

Abdul | ah said NAM had all the opportunities to prove that it was no
tal k-shop with the kind of pressure that it could apply on the UN.

"Qur nenbers may not be big economic or military powers, but it nust be
remenbered that we have 113 countries in our ranks,"” he added.

It is understood that the Durban nmeeting will cone up with a firm
proposal on the matter and the questi on nowis whether the proposal will
be for the Security Council to be represented according to regi ons or
whet her t he per manent nenbers shoul d be rotated anmong countri es.

Abdul | ah al so reiterated Ml aysia's stand on terrorism another issue
which i s expected to feature prom nently in Durban.

"Qur stand is clear and consistent - we are opposed to terrorismin any
form But terrorismnust be differentiated fromfights for national
freedom" he added.

Abdul I ah al so sai d he woul d do his best to represent Ml aysia when the
summit proper starts tonorrowin the absence of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Dr Mahat hir decided not to attend as he had to remain in Malaysia to
| ook into sone donestic affairs.

Abdul | ah sai d he woul d personal |y convey the Prine Mnister's regret to
Sout h Af rican President Nel son Mandel a when he gets the opportunity.

( END)



	NAM to push for restructuring of Security Council (NST 01/09/1998)

