27/ 08/ 1998

NAM PMto present views on economc crisis

PRIME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will attend the two-day 12th
Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM Summit in Durban, South Africa where he will
present Mal aysia's views on the current econonic and financial crises and
ot her international issues.

The Durban sunmit begi ns Septenber 2.

Wsma Putra, in a statenment rel eased i n Kual a Lunmpur yesterday, said the
surmit will al so see the heads of state/governnment di scussing the
financial crisis experienced by sone NAMcountries, gl obalisation and the
risks it poses to devel opi ng countries, international dadah control,
advancenent of wormen and hunan rights.

Leaders will al so reviewtheir cooperative activities inthe political,
econoni ¢ and social fields with the aimto adopting coordi nated and common
positions in the UN and ot her international fora.

Anmong ot her issues to be discussed are the role of NAM reformof the
Uni ted Nations, disarmanent and i nternational security, the Wst Asian
peace process, the Korean Peninsul ar and the African situations.

The statenment said Dr Mahathir will be acconpani ed by Foreign M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and seni or officials fromthe mnistry,
the Prime Mnister's Departnment and the Ml aysi an H gh Commi ssion in
Pretoria.

The neeting will be preceded by a senior officials' neeting fromAugust
29 to August 30, followed by a two-day Foreign Mnisters' Meeting.

The NAM sunmit is held once in every three years. The [ ast summt was
held in 1995 in Cartagena, Col onbi a.

At the 12th sunmit, South Africa will take over the chairnmanshi p of NAM
fromCol onbia with effect from August 29.

Besi des the 113 NAM nenber countries that will be participating in the
sumit, it is expected that 18 observer countries will attend the nmeeting.

Anot her 27 countries are al so expected to attend the summit as guests of
NAM
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