14/ 12/ 1998

“Nation nust remain united to prevent recol oni sation

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said Malaysia will not be safe from
recol oni sati on by Western powers as |ong as Umo and the country are not
strong and united.

The Prime M nister said despite all that had happened since the economc
crisis, there are many in the country who are still conplacent and unaware
of the danger facing the country.

"They are instead nore concerned with power struggles within the party,"
he sai d when wi ndi ng up points rai sed by nmenbers during the Umo
extraordi nary general assenbly in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said the colonists who hate to see Ml aysi a prosper and
seek i ndependent resort of pooring the country so that Ml aysia has to beg
for their assistance.

"When we do this, they can inmpose various conditions on us thus naking
us poorer than before," he added.

Dr Mahathir said other countries in the region had this experience,
where many of their people are now unenpl oyed and havi ng problemto
support thensel ves ever since they sought support fromthe Internationa
Monet ary Fund.

He assured that Malaysia will not bow to these "nodern" colonists
pressure, and the rakyat nust stay united and opt for a culture that
respect |law and order to avoid this from happening.

Dr Mahathir said rules and | aws nean nothing if the people are not
adhering to or respect them

"What determ nes the good or bad of a party is its nenbers' culture and
val ues that they hold. If we knew corruption is wong, then we should stay
away fromit."

Dr Mahathir said he is aware of divisions accepting RML million from
certain parties, and yet claimng that they are not influenced by the
generous gesture.

"I amnot confident this is so. I do not think those accepting RML
mllion will do good to Umo," he added.

Dr Mahathir also said that Malaysia will not accept ways of the Wstern
that are normally being preached and practiced because its ultimate aimis
to benefit the West.

"They will not hold on to one believe unless it is to their benefit. At
one tinme, they tal ked of socialism and there are sonme of us who believed
inthis.

"Now they are tal king about capitalism and those who do not accept this
are considered as uncivilised by them..W should condemm t hem whose sol e
purpose is to colonise us and their practice could only bring disaster”

Dr Mahathir said although the Westerners had col oni sed Mal aysi a for over
400 years, the achievenents nmade during this era is way bel ow t han what
the Governnent had done in the | ast 40 years.

"We are hundred times better than themin managi ng our country. They
should learn fromus," he added.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged that it is not easy for Malaysia to fight these
Westerners, and the situation is worsened as there are | ocals who are
i nfluenced by their believes.
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