30/ 04/ 1998
Nati onal Special Fund now stands at RM2. 5m

Fadzil Ghazali

THE Nati onal Special Fund (NSF) - initiated to pool public donations to
assi st the Government inits expenditure - has so far accumul at ed sone
RVM2.5 million in contributions.

Cash contributions ambunted to RML. 90 million. OF this amount, cash in
| ocal currency anbunted to RML.82 million while the rest was in foreign
currencies. Value of the jewellery totalled RV673, 150.

Deputy Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Wng See Wah said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir had donated his foreign currency collectionto the fund.

Dr Mahathir's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali had al so donat ed
her jewellery to the fund

The Treasury has decided to i ssue a special certificate to donors with
contributions exceedi ng RMLO, 000, Wong tol d a press conference i n Kual a
Lunpur yesterday to announce the extension of the NSFto July 6.

"Fromthe Treasury's survey, it is noted that there still nmany who are
not aware of this fund. The extension will give thema chance to donate,"
he added.

Wong sai d t he nodus operandi for the NSF woul d be the sane as before,
wher e col | ections are undertaken by Bank Si npanan Nasi onal , Bank Kerj asama
Rakyat Mal aysi a and Bank | sl am Mal aysi a.

Bank Si npanan Nasi onal has been entrusted to manage cash donati ons; Bank
Kerj asama Rakyat Mal aysia the jewel | ery; and Bank | sl amMal aysi a accepts
bot h.

He added that the Treasury decided to sell these nonies to take
advant age of the current hi gh exchange rates of hard currencies. The
proceeds were placed in the fund.

After the July 6 deadline, nonies fromthe NSF will be placed into the
Government' s Consol i date Fund, where it will be used to finance vari ous
expendi ture.

The NSF was established early this year to provide the public with the
proper channel to send their donations to assist the country during the
economni ¢ sl owdown and currency crunch

This is because prior to this, sone nenbers have been sending their
donations to the Governnent through the Prime Mnister.

To ensure that the contributions are nanaged i n a nore systenmati c manner
and i n accordance to regul ations, it was set up and | aunched | ast March 6.
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