09/ 07/ 1998
Nati onal Special Fund now stands at RVBOm

Adel i ne Ong
THE National Special Fund, initiated to pool public donations to assi st
the Governnent inits expenditure, has so far accunmul ated RMBO millionin
contri butions and pl edges.
Deputy Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Wng See Wah sai d that the four-nonth-old
fund has recei ved support fromi ndi vi dual s, conpani es and associ ati ons.
"Hopeful Iy, other corporations and associations will come forward to
contribute to the fund," Wng said, adding that contributions are tax-

exenpt ed.
"Al though the ministry will not organi se any nore canpai gns for the
fund, we still wel come contributions.

"This is because it will take sone tinme for the various bodies to sort
outtheir activities pertaining to the contributions before they can
channel it to the fund," Wng said.

He said the deadline for the contributions has not been determ ned. The
canpaign was initially schedul ed for only a nonth, effective March 6, but
it was extended to July 6 due to the encouragi ng response.

Yest erday, Wng recei ved contri butions fromseveral conpanies in Kual a
Lunmpur. Country Hei ghts Hol di ngs' nmanagi ng director M Ong Chong Sek
present ed a nock cheque for RWb, 023,564 (worth of property and cash) to
Wng while Wanita Umo | eader Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man presented a
nock cheque for RMB2,500 fromthe novenent.

Bot h Maybank Bhd' s chai rman Dat uk Moharmed Basir Ahnad and Kunpul an Si e
Dar by' s chi ef executive officer Tan Sri N k Mohanmed Yaakob present ed nock
cheques of RMB0O, 000 on behal f of their conpanies.

Meanwhi | e, the Consortiumof Metal Furniture Manufacturers' Encik Abu
Zarius Abdul | ah present ed RM0, 000 and t he Federati on of Textiles General
Goods and Garnents Merchant Associ ation Mal aysia's M Bong Hong Lion
presented RMLO, 000 t owards the fund.

Wing sai d the contri butions, which come under a suppl enent ary budget,
wi Il be deposited in the consolidated account and can only be utilised
after agreenent fromParliament.

For contributions inthe formof itens, like jewellery, Wng said there
will be a special cerenpny to auction these goods, including that
contributed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his wife.
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