09 SEP 1998
Ganes- Conpl ex
NATI ONAL SPORTS COWVPLEX ATTRACTS LARGE CRONDS

By: Aziz Harun

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The public are beginning to streamto
the National Sports Conplex at Bukit Jalil here even though the opening of
the 16th Conmmonweal th Ganes is two days away.

Many peopl e are taking advantage of the school holidays to bring their
famlies to visit the sports conpl ex which was opened recently for the
second bi ggest Ganes in the world.

Several business outlets are beginning to sprout around the Nationa
Stadium for the conveni ence of visitors to buy souvenirs, have a neal or
visit the conpetition venues.

The benches pl aced around the LRT station were all occupied by visitors
taking a rest after wal king around the conplex in the warm weat her or just
sitting around watching the fountain in front of the National Aquatic
Centre.

Many of the souvenir traders are just beginning to decorate their
surroundi ngs while those selling food enjoyed a windfall with the large
nunber of people, including athletes and sports officials, patronising
their stalls.

However, many of the hungry visitors who patronised the food stalls
cane away conpl ai ning of high prices.

On visitor, Nurul Aina Husin, 34, lanmented that the prices of food at
the food court near the stadiumwere very high conpared to other places.

However, she said she had cone prepared with her famly to spend sone
time at the conplex.

She admitted that she had not bought any tickets for the opening
cerenony of the Games because she felt it would be nore confortable
watching it on the television at home and she had only brought her children
to | ook at the stadiuns.

Unl i ke many of the people working at the sports conplex, nost of the
visitors had other alternatives such as bringing food fromhome or going to
food outlets outside the conplex.

Several sporting events started today and the Prime Mnister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, is expected to attend the final opening cerenmony
rehearsal of the Games tonight.

Mohd Faris Mahathir, 23, has a unique reason to visit the stadium..to
watch the different faces of people fromthe various parts of the world.

He al so wants to witness the various preparations nmade to receive the
foreign visitors.

Faris was not disappointed as he was able to observe foreign visitors
of different colour and sizes in national dresses or jerseys mngling with
t he crowds.

A group of youths, who were found haggling over the price of sone
souvenirs sold at the stalls near the sports conplex, finally decided
agai nst buying them clai mng they were expensive.

"Tonmorrow we can get the sanme the sanme souvenirs at a nuch cheaper
price at Petaling Street," one of themwas heard to say.
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