27/ 05/ 1998

Nati onal unity panel to draw up m |l ennium pl an

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The National Unity Advisory Panel will draw up an
action plan to face the chall enges of the next m Il ennium

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
I smail announced this today after chairing the panel's first neeting for
the year at the Prime Mnister's Department.

" Al t hough we have unity programes, national unity shoul d not be taken
for granted as it can become critical, especially when sensitive issues
arise."

She said the current econom c situation had the potential to disrupt
unity, especially if people were not patient and under st andi ng.

Earlier, Zal eha presented appointnent letters to panel nmenbers for the
1998/ 2000 sessi on.

The nenbers are appointed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Chai red by Zal eha, others on the 49-nenber panel included Deputy
M ni ster Datuk Peter Tinggom secretaries-general, departnment heads, State
Governnent officials, representatives of vol unteer organisations,
corporate | eaders and social activists.

The panel neets at |east twice a year and fornul at es suggestions to
tackl e social issues.
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