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National unity is key to racial, religious harnony

Lee Lam Thye

ON May 26, the National Unity Advisory panel net under the chairmanship of
National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster Datin Seri Paduka Zal eha
Ismail following its re-organisation and the appoi ntment of additiona
menbers.

Appointed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, the 59-
nmenber panel consisted of secretaries-general of relevant mnistries,
state secretaries, departnental heads, representatives of vol unteer
organi sati ons, corporate | eaders, religi ous heads and soci al activists.

Panel nembers were given a specific task to freely discuss all issues
concerning unity and to nmake reconmendati ons to the governnent on what
needs to be done to tackle problens which inmpede unity.

The panel's role is inmportant considering one of its tasks is to help
the National Unity Departnent to formul ate and i npl enent programres to
promote unity and resol ve potential causes of racial or religious
conflict.

Mal aysi a has often been cited by many foreign visitors as an exanpl e of
how a nation of diverse races and ethnic conmunities can live in peace and
har nony.

Yet, Mal aysi ans nust not take this unity for granted but instead
continuously work towards nurturing and reinforcing unity.

Even t hough we have been a tol erant and acconodating society, it is
necessary for Mal aysi ans of all races to al ways be sensitive to i ssues or
di sputes which can lead to unrest.

The Hi ndu tenpl e-npsque dispute in Kampung Rawa, Penang, has proven how
fragile religious and raci al harnony can be if problens pertainingto
pl aces of worship are not handl ed properly.

Not only nust the followers of the respective religious faiths be
respectful and sensitive to one another, even civil servants and those in
authority including the | awenforcers nust be sensitive to the needs and
wants of the community so as to ensure actions taken will not giveriseto
raci al conflict.

As pointed out by the Yang di-Pertua Negeri of Penang, Tun Dr Haji
Handan Shei kh Tahi r, the Kanpung Rawa i nci dent shoul d serve as a reni nder
so that everyone shoul d be careful, tolerant and sensitive to the feelings
of other communities.

It is inperative that Ml aysians of all races work for racial harnony
and enhance efforts to pronote understandi ng and unity whichis vital for
economi ¢ recovery and nati on-bui |l di ng.

Unity which invol ves the fostering of shared val ues and a shared desti ny
with a feeling of a common identity is a fundanental prerequisite for the
realisation of Vision 2020

We nust therefore ensure that there is unity between the conmuniti es,
unity between | abour and managenent, unity bet ween busi ness and gover nnent
and above all unity between the political parties and within the nationa
| eader shi p.
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