25/ 09/ 1998

Nati onal | T Agenda ahead of schedul e

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The National |nformation Technol ogy Agenda is
progressi ng ahead of schedul e, especially in terms of investnent and
devel opnent of the Multinedia Super Corridor.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today the
Government's target of 200 MSC status conpani es by the year 2000 woul d be
surpassed as there were already 175 MSC-status conmpani es with i nvestments
worth nmore than RMB billion.

O these, 109 conpanies were already in operation, he said after
chairing a National I T Council neeting at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

A total of 242 conpani es have applied for MSC st at us.

Dr Mahat hir sai d he woul d be | aunching the "Virtual Comonweal th" on
Tuesday, an online discussi on between panel nmenbers i n Kual a Lumpur,
Washi ngton DC (the United States), Brussels (Bel gium, Ceneva
(Switzerland), Canbridge (Massachusetts, US) and New York (US).

Thened "CGovernance in an | nternetworked Wrld: Towards a G obal
Civilised Society", the 90-m nute di al ogue session will be transmtted
live viathe Internet, radi o and tel evi si on broadcast channel s by N TC,
Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd and RTM

Dr Mahat hir al so announced the NITC s new | i ne-up for the three-year
t erm begi nni ng next year.

The new | ine-up includes a journalist, social welfare advocates and
uni versity professors, underscoring the priority givento the "comunity
interest" sector, in addition to public and private sectors.

Dr Mahathir remains chairman of the NITC while M nos Bhd president and
chi ef executive of ficer Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohd Azzrman Shari f f adeen r ermai ns
the council's secretary.

O her nmenbers for the term1999 to 2001 are:

Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli;

New Straits Tinmes Press Group Editor-in-Chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin;
NeuroNet (M Sdn Bhd president and CEO Al |shsal -1 shak;

Putraj aya Corporation chai rman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abi di n;

I nternational Movenent for a Just World president Dr Chandra Mizaffar;
H t echni aga Sdn Bhd CEO Cheong Yuk Wi ;

* Konpl eks Metro Wangsa Sdn Bhd CEO Dr Ghazal i Atan;

* Federation of Mal aysi an Consuners Associ ati on presi dent Prof Handan
Adnan;

* National Institute of Cccupational Safety and Health chai rman Dat uk
Lee Lam Thye;

* Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts M ni ster Datuk Leo Moggi e;

* Third Wrld Network director Martin Khor;

* Shel | Mal aysia Ltd chai rman and CEO Dat uk Megat Zahar uddi n Mohd Noor ;

* Securities Commi ssion chairman Datuk Dr Mohd Munir Maji d;

* Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak;

* Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak vice-chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Mohd Zawaw
| smail ;

* Institute for Strategic and I nternational Studies chairman Tan Sri Dr
Noor di n Sopi ee;

* Science Adviser tothe Prine Mnister Tan Sri Dr OQrar Abdul Rahman;

* Mul tinmedi a Devel oprment Cor poration executive chai rnman Tan Sri O hman
Yeop Abdul | ah;

* International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz;
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* Conputer Industry Association of Ml aysia (Pi kom chairman
Shai f ubahri m Sal eh;

* The dean of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia's Soci al Science and
Hurmani ties faculty, Prof Dr Shamsul Anri Baharuddi n;

* National Council of Wnen's O ganisations vice-chairman Prof Datin Dr
Shari f ah Hapsah Shahabudi n;

* Phil eoAl li ed Bank CEO Tong Kooi Ong (see CORRECTI ON above); and

* Sout hern Bank Bhd CEO Dat uk Tan Teong Hean.

Dr Mahat hir said the new panel had agreed to set up five working groups
to cover the issues of E (electronic)-comunity, E-nulti services, E-
| earning, E-econony and E-sovereignty.

The NI TC s next neeting will be held early next year.

( END)



	National IT Agenda ahead of schedule (NST 25/09/1998)

