29/ 01/ 1998
4B to launch programe to hel p in econom c recovery

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The 4B Youth Mvenent will launch its four-pronged
programme on Feb 8 to help in the recovery of the econony, which includes
the purchase of shares at the Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange.

Its president, Datuk Wra Mhamed Ali Rustam said today the other three
programmes wi Il encourage youths to save; a buy-Ml aysian product drive
spear headed by its range of casuals, sports apparel and | eather goods
under the brand nanme of &1; and grow ng veget abl es using the hydroponics
nmet hod.

"W hope the programmes will help in some way steer the econony out of
its present difficulties."

The [ aunchi ng woul d be held together with the noverment's Hari Raya
Aidilfitri open house at the International Youth Centre in Bandar Tun
Razak, where it hoped Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad woul d
attend.

He said each of its 91,680 nenbers from 2, 747 branches nati onwi de were
expected to contribute RMLO nonthly to a special fund, where some RML1
mllion was expected to be coll ected.

"The price of shares is nowlow, and we feel it is the best tinme to buy
them especially stocks of plantation-based conpani es. The nove will al so
hel p strengthen the market."

Mohamed Ali said an investnent conpany had been appointed to nmanage the
fund and profits would be used to finance youth devel opment progranmes.

On the programme to increase savings, he said it involved encouragi ng
yout hs to open up accounts and i ncrease savings.

"W have made arrangenents with Mal ayan Banking to set up a nobile bank
during the launching to enable nore youths to open up accounts. A simlar
campaign will later be held at the state and district levels."

Mohamed Ali said youths woul d be asked to grow vegetabl es using the
hydr oponi cs nethod, either for self-consunption or for commrerci al
vent ures.

He said those interested could apply for loans froma special fund of
RMLOO, 000.

The novenent had started two pilot projects in Malacca and Penang to
grow veget abl es the hydroponi c way, each involving the participation of 30
youths fromone village

"Training will be provided. W have identified the places which have
agreed to sell the vegetables,” he said, adding that simlar ventures in
Per ak, Johor and the Federal Territory were on the drawboard.

He said the &1 products were reasonably priced and their quality was
conparabl e to forei gn products.
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