22/ 01/ 1998
Dr M Nobl e val ues hel p i ncrease resilience

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the noble values of a caring society possessed by Ml aysi ans of al
races had increased the nation's resilience in battling the current
econom ¢ probl ens.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed gratitude that in the present situation, many
anmong the rich had nmade contributions to the | ess fortunate, regardl ess of
whet her they were Muslins or otherw se.

"God willing, as long as we can retain these values, we will be able to
withstand the pressure,” Dr Mahathir said after receiving donations on
behal f of the the Federal Territory Mislim O phans' Welfare Association at
the Tabung Haji headquarters.

A total of 398 orphans, including 20 non-Mislins, |ater received
schooling and Hari Raya assistance totalling RML42, 000. This was presented
by the Prine Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hnman
and chai rman of the association Datuk Ahnmad Razali Mhd Ali were al so
present.

This is the seventh tinme the Prime Mnister has attended the
presentation.

The Hari Raya gift is worth RML40 each, while those in primary school
get school i ng assi stance of RM200, and those in the secondary schoo
RMR50.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, also touched on the present economc
probl ens, the success in the fight agai nst poverty, and how t he ai m of
achi evi ng devel oped nation's status by 2020 had encountered a set back.

"W may not have been rich before but we had a decent life.

"The poverty level, which was once at 55 per cent, was brought down to
seven per cent, and we were able to provide assistance to the poor.™

He said Mal aysi ans were united despite the current problenms and that the
Governnent, on its part, would draw up strategies to safeguard the
interests of the people so that they could | ead decent |ives.

Dr Mahat hir added that in Ml aysia, non-Mislins would contribute towards
fund-rai sing drives organi sed by Muslins, including for the purpose of
bui I di ng nmosques. Li kew se, Muslins should contribute towards efforts
started by non-Mislins, he said.

Since its establishment in 1989, the associati on has organised 17
donation drives raising RML.02 mi|lion.

Anpong t hose who contributed today was the Association of Wves of
M ni sters and Deputy M nisters (Bakti).

Bakti, which was represented by its welfare commttee chairman, Toh Puan
Dr Ai shah Ong, contributed RV20, 000.
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