01/ 10/ 1998

PM Govt will act if Anwar was i ndeed assaul ted

PRI ME M ni st er Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yest erday prom sed acti on
agai nst the police if they had i ndeed assaul ted Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

"Thi s Governnment does not condone any unlawful act by police,"” he told a
press conference i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday, a day after Anwar had | odged a
police report that he was punched and sl apped by police whil e under
det enti on.

But Dr Mahathir, who is al so Home M nister, said no one shoul d accuse
t he police of having caused Anwar's injuries. "W cannot put the bl ame on
t he police before we conduct a full probe into the matter."

Anwar's claimto have been beaten up should al so not be used to di srupt
court proceedi ngs agai nst him he added.

The sacked deputy prine mnister had | odged a police report in a court
i n Kual a Lunpur on Tuesday, after pleading not guilty to four counts of
sexual inproprieties and five counts of corruption. In the report, he
clai med to have been punched and sl apped by police while | ocked up under
the Internal Security Act (I SA).

A special teamis investigating Anwar's allegation. Dr Mahathir said, in
response to a question, that the possibility that his injuries were self-
inflicted cannot be rul ed out.

Anwar has been det ai ned under the | SA si nce Septenber 20 for threatening
nati onal security. After his sacking fromthe Cabi net on Septenber 2 and
Umo a day | ater, the former student | eader had held illegal assenblies,

i ncludi ng at nmosques, that led to himbeing held responsible for inciting
t housands of his supporters to stage riots inthe city.

He had been sacked for alleged sexual m sconduct, treason and
corruption.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment will take actionif the police officers
i nvol ved had acted outside their authority. He al so rai sed questions as to
whet her the police were responsi bl e since there was no reason at all for
themto assault Anwar, especially since they know Anwar woul d be char ged
in open court.

"We cannot assune that the injuries sustained by Datuk Seri Anwar were
caused by police. Anwar was once detai ned under the | SA and we have
det ai ned people | i ke (opposition | eader) LimKit Siang, but there has
never been a report about being beaten up in detention,"” he added

The Prinme M nister said he expected the foreign nmedia to use Anwar's
allegation to wite about police brutality in Malaysia. To the
i nternational nmedia, the purported incident proved that Anwar and his wife
were right to fear for his life, he said

Asked how i ndependent woul d the i nvestigations be, Dr Mahathir said the
pol i cemen carrying out the inquiry are professionals and woul d want to
prove their professionalismclearly.

The Prinme Mnister said he failed to see howthe police would benefit
fromhurting Anwar, especially when they were not expecting a confession
because he was to be charged in court.

"However, we realise that Anwar seened injured and we need to know why, "
Dr Mahat hir said.

Asked whet her the police could have hurt Anwar because he had provoked
menbers of the teaminvestigating his case, Dr Mahathir said the
possibility was there as Anwar hinmself had tried to split the police
force.



When suggested that the teaminvestigating Anwar's case disqualify
themsel ves following his allegations, Dr Mahathir said: "In the first
pl ace, we have to deternine who i s responsi bl e. How can we change (the
i nvestigating tean) unless we know who or what was i nvol ved.

"But if you want to change en masse, then you are penalising people who
are probably innocent. So, thisinquiry is the first phase of the process
to determ ne who's responsible."

( END)
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