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Negati ve reporting can underm ne confi dence (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; St ephani e Raj endram
BANG , Sat. - Mal aysians may develop an inferiority conplex if the |l oca
medi a persists in publishing negative reports on the country.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said that he feared the
trend, if prevalent, woul d underm ne | ong-standing efforts to strengthen
t he character of Ml aysi ans.

"It will be counter-productive to national devel opnment and the menta
wel | -being of the people,” Dr Mahathir told reporters after opening Sr
Utusan - Utusan Mel ayu (Mal aysia) Bhd's RML10 million printing conplex in
Bandar Baru Bangi .

He was asked to el aborate on his speech in which he said sonme segnents
of the |l ocal media deliberately highlighted negative reports.

"Negative reports will nmake Mal aysians feel inferior as they are given
the i npression that others are better than they. In fact, others are
wor se, but we choose not to report it," he said.

Asked to nane the nedia, Dr Mahathir said: "There are some nedi a which
do so, but | cannot pinpoint them But all of themsonetines carry reports
whi ch are basel ess. "

Dr Mahat hir sai d when newspapers were founded, they were very
nationalistic and played an i nportant role in hel ping the country achi eve
i ndependence.

"But now, it seens that if we say sonmething positive about the
Governnent, it is as if we are committing a crine.

"So, to be credible, you nmust constantly condemm the Governnment, condemn
the establishment and condemrm the country,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said recent reports by the foreign Press that there was a
Governnent cl anpdown on the | ocal nedi a were basel ess and unf ounded.

He added that the resignation of the UWusan Mel ayu Group' s editor-in-
chi ef Datuk Johan Jaaffar on Tuesday was not due to political pressure as
reported by the foreign Press (see al so Page 2).

"There is no political pressure. Even when he came (to U usan Ml ayu),
people said it was due to political pressure. Editors conme and go.

"These are the kind of things that they (the foreign Press) will say.
What they say doesn't matter to us, but what our nmedi a says matters,"” he
added.

Dr Mahat hir sai d al though foreigners clained that the | ocal nmedi a was
controlled by the Government, the local Press often criticised the
Governnent, sonetinmes nore than the foreign Press.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said the | ocal media shoul d not
imtate its Western counterpart.

He said Western nedia reports were only ained at attracting readers and
gave no consideration to the inplications on society.

"In the West, news reports are witten wi thout any consi deration of
nmorality and the inplications on society but only aimto nake the witers
and newspapers popul ar. Many newspapers in the West sensationalise stories
with el ements of sex and viol ence."

Unfortunately, he said, the | ocal nedia seened to be influenced by them

The Prime M nister said there was no doubt that the Press had a very
strong i nfluence on society. However, he said, sone newspapers abused this
power for certain reasons to the extent that society ended up i n chaos.

"Actually, we need not imtate others because they (the Wst) are
devel oped and di sturbances wi |l not destroy their nation.



"I nstead, as a devel opi ng country, Mal aysi a needs everyone's efforts to
ensure progress in the country.™

He said the Press could use its power and influence to benefit the
country.

"We don't want the Press to be covering up events that really happened
but coverage shoul d al so be bal anced with reports that enhance the i mage
of the country.™

Dr Mahathir said future training of newreporters should focus on their
responsibility to soci ety besi des naki ng a nanme for thensel ves.

(END)
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