04/ 05/ 1998
PM Ml aysia will work with neighbours to fight haze

Adel i ne Ong

MALAYSI A wi Il cooperate with its neighbours to put in place all facilities
to protect the venues of the 16th Commonweal th Ganes fromthe haze
problem Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d yesterday.

He said that Mal aysia and its nei ghbours, nanely Indonesia, are working
hard to ensure that the country is free fromhaze during the Ganes. The
Commonweal th Ganmes will be held from Septenmber 11 to 21.

"The measures to be taken to tackle the haze problemw |1 include cloud-
seeding to increase the rainfall and efforts to nmake the air cleaner and
cl earer.

"Mal aysia will extend assistance to Indonesia if forest fires break out
in Indonesia during the tinmes of the Games. This includes sending our
firenmen and equi pnent to conbat such fires.

"Mal aysia will also help Indonesia to carry out cloud-seeding to induce
rain in areas affected by fires," he said.

He spoke to reporters after addressing sone 5,000 vol unteers of the 1998
Conmonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunmpur yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir expl ained that such a task is not an easy one to handl e but
said that he was sure that Ml aysia can reduce the anount of haze.

Meanwhi | e, when asked what will becone of the Ganes' facilities after
t he Conmonweal th Ganes, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will take steps to
pronote a wi der usage of such facilities.

"There will be nore conpetitions, open chanpi onshi ps and al so events not
necessarily related to sports such as entertai nnent purposes and big
gat herings, " he said.

The Governnent has spent about RML billion to build stadiunms and sport
conmpl exes around the country for the Ganes. He added that about 90 per
cent of the funds pl edged have al ready cone in.

Asked if he heard that foreign athletes m ght not be participating in
the Ganes due to the haze situation, Dr Mahathir said he had not heard
about them

"This is the kind of runours that we normally hear," he said.

When asked what he will do differently if given another chance, Dr
Mahat hir said that he will probably ask for the stadiuns to be wholly-
encl osed as that will facilitate the control of the atnosphere inside.

(END)
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