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Mahat hi r- Nepoti sm
NEPOTI SM | SSUE BROUGHT UP TO TOPPLE GOVERNVENT- MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, June 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday nepoti smhas been brought up and turned into a
political issue inthis country to topple the governnent which did not bow
and acqui esce to the West.

He sai d foreigners wanted t he Mal aysi an Governnment to fall not because
t hey want ed t he peopl e who chanpi oned the i ssue to rise but to ensure that
the persons who rise would also be grateful to the West for its support of
t hem

Peopl e who rai sed the i ssue of nepotismin Ml aysi a were consi dered
good by the Western nedi a whereas they thensel ves were | i ke others or even
worse but only this had not been disclosed to the public, he said.

The Prine M nister was opening a | eadershi p senm nar for students of
institutions of higher |earning here.

"When we want to throw nud we have to be careful lest it hit our own
face. Do not be hasty in wanting to nake profit out of something for
onesel f to the extent of discrediting our ownselves," he said at the
sem nar attended by about 300 | ocal university student | eaders.

Dr Mahat hir asked students in Mal aysia not to be easily influenced by
the issue of nepotismas it did not occur in Mlaysia.

The governnent gave priority to one's ability, for instance in the
award of projects, he said.

"Reforms in | ndonesia have nothing to do with us,"” he said.

He said the refornms in I ndonesia were to elimnate nepotismand
cronyi smbut in Mal aysia such reforns were to change the thinking, culture
and val ues of the people.

The Prine M nister said he was not denying that there had been nepoti sm
in Indonesia as he hinself had a |ist of conpanies owned by the famly of
fornmer I ndonesi an Presi dent Suharto who doni nated nearly all businesses in
the republic.

Dr Mahathir said he was giving this information not to discredit others
but had to do this as there were peopl e who frequently conpared | ndonesi a
with Mal aysia on the i ssue of nepotism

He rem nded student | eaders and undergraduates in this country to be
wi se when conparing the good with the bad as they would i nherit the
country's leadershipinthe future and if they selected the bad it could
ruin the country.

"I fear that you all will be influenced...what will happen to the
country if you all cannot separate the good fromthe bad," he said.

"Before we take the gun and shoot, we nust ensure whet her the
particul ar personis our target...if we are carried away by argunents that
these people are self-interested, that we should rise up and elininate
nepoti sm cronyi smand bring down the government, we wi |l not benefit as
the ones who will benefit are the people with their own agenda," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysia had | ately devel oped rapidly and the Islamc
wor |l d | ooked upon it as a nodel Islamc nation.

He said if certain peopleinthis country destroyed this nodel Islamc
nation it woul d cause disunity anong Muslinms and foreigners would return to
recol oni se this country.

Dr Mahathir al so renmi nded the students of the danger in certain terms
i ntroduced by the West to subdue the thinking of the people to serveits
own i nterests such as "gl obalisation" and "liberalisation."



He sai d Mal aysi ans were nore of a consuner group and westerners had
come up with various tools, such as I nformati on Technol ogy t ool s whi ch had
caused the world to becone a global village, with the capacity to nould the
t hi nki ng of the consuners

"W have in fact been col oni sed, our thinking has been subdued, even
t hough we get I ocal information direct fromthe governnent we are stil
exposed to foreign powers which are very efficient inthe psychol ogy of
propaganda, " he sai d.

The West al so introduced currency trading so as to determ ne the val ue
of currencies in the world and the val ue could go up or down naki ng
countries |ike Ml aysia poor, he said.

When the country becane poor to the extent of begging for help, they
woul d i npose all kinds of conditions and the country woul d have to abi de by
their requirements and be agai n col oni sed, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the West tried to link the fall in the value of the
ringgit whichresulted in the current econom c neltdown to alleged failures
by t he governnment and sought excuses for the people to rise up and topple
t he government so that they could conme i n and assune power.

"They cane up with fabrications that our country practi sed nepotism
crony capitalism corruption and so on...they harped on these issues and
used certain ways to i nfluence us," he said.

He said there were al so many peopl e i n Mal aysi a who becan®e i nfl uenced
out of self-interest and linked the fall of the Indonesian president to
practices such as nepotismand cronyi sm

"They equal | ed Mal aysi a to | ndonesi a and t hey asked when will it be
here? | knowthat | ndonesi an student | eaders were specially brought to
Mal aysi a by people interested in getting a place for thensel ves and t hey
tried to cause incitement in our country,” the Prinme Mnister said.

The systemof administration in |Indonesia and Mal aysi a was very
different fromthe aspect of election and in the process of | aw maki ng, he
sai d.

The three-day seninar which began yesterday is being held at the
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM, Jal an Semar ak here.
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