29/ 09/ 1998
Net user who “incited' racial hatred tracked down

St ephani e Raj endram

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - M nos Berhad has tracked down a person who al | egedly
incited racial di sharnony through the I nternet, M nos chairman and chi ef
executive officer Datuk Dr Tengku Azzman Shari ffadeen sai d t oday.

Tengku Azzman sai d the person was "tracked" by the service provider upon
the request of the police.

"Whet her he is going to be charged, | do not know, " he said, adding that
the person's sole aimwas to create "havoc".

Tengku Azzman said the person, a Mal aysi an, had cl ained to be of two
di fferent races.

"He pretended to be Race A and sai d bad things about Race B. Then he
pretended to be Race B and sai d bad thi ngs about Race A Such behavi our
can cause a |l ot of problens.”

Tengku Azzman was speaking at a Press conference on Mil timedia Asia ' 98
at the M nes Exhibition Centre.

He, however, assured Internet users that "tracki ng" was only done in
speci al cases and when requested by the authorities.

Earlier, Mnps Bhd was i nstrunmental in hel ping the authorities track
four peopl e who have si nce been charged with circul ati ng runours over the
Internet about alleged riots in the ChowKit area.

The four, including a woman were charged in the magistrate's court | ast
Thur sday under section 505(b) of the Penal Code and face a maxi mumtwo
years' jail or fine, or both upon conviction.

On a question of whether certain websites were "bl ocked", Tengku Azzman
said there was no such thing as censorship of websites.

"The Governnent has no i ntention of bl ocking out certain websites," he
sai d, adding that the reason why certain sites were i naccessi bl e coul d be
due to jamming of lines as a result of too many people trying at the sane
tinme.

He was asked to conment on conplaints by Internet users that sone web-
sites containing materials relating to sacked Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi mand his reformati on novenent were al |l egedly bl ocked by
certain quarters.

Tengku Azzman, however, warned users to be "careful over what they read
over the Net".

"What is claimed to be the truth may not be at all ... nore than 50 per
cent and sonetimes up to 80 per cent is not the truth.”

Tengku Azzman sai d users shoul d verify the source of information for
authenticity.

Meanwhi | e, Tengku Azzman said unique to this year's Multinedia Asia ' 98
will be tonorrow s "Virtual Commonweal t h" panel di scussion via video-
conferencing at the Pal ace of the Gol den Hor ses.

The video conference dial ogue which will interconnect six cities
wor | dwi de, wi |l be | aunched and I ed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

The 90-mi nute session will cut across three tinme zones and will be
conducted i n an open forumwi th worl dwi de access, live via the Internet.

Tengku Azzman said they were still negotiating on tel ecasting the
session live over radio and tel evision as well.

Miltimedia Asia '98 - a multinedia conference and exhibition will be
held fromtonorrowto Cct 2.

This year's exhibitionwi |l showcase | ocal and international |eading



edge I Tand mul ti medi a t echnol ogi es, architectural applications, systens
and servi ces.

"The concept behind the Virtual Commonwealth i s based on the notion of
pronoting the "comonweal t h" which is shared prosperity, well-being and
wel fare."

The Virtual Comopnweal th hopes to create interaction on a global scale
between worl d | eaders to resolve issues in an interactive format.
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