04/ 11/ 1998
New conmi ssi on to be i ndependent

Kamar ul Yunus

THE proposed Communi cati ons and Mul ti medi a Conmi ssion will be an

i ndependent regul atory agency with simlar functions tothe Securities
Conmmi ssion (SC), Mnister of Energy, Conmuni cations and Mul ti medi a Dat uk
Leo Mbggi e sai d.

"Thisisinline with the Governnent's nove to pronote a nore
i ndependent regul atory agency within the various industries,” hetold
reporters after the opening of the four-day Asean Tel ecom' 98 conference
and exhibition in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Leo Moggi e sai d the Conm ssion, which will supervise conpetition and
encour age grow h in the communi cati ons and rmul ti nmedi a i ndustry, will al so
draw up its own rules and staffing structure.

"The comm ssion will be independent, simlar tothe SC So it will not
function as a governnent department; it will be a separate entity.

"We think this will provide the Comri ssion greater flexibility in
formulating their rul es and drawi ng out the necessary staffing," he said.
Leo Moggi e hoped that nenbers of the Conmi ssion will be appointed as

soon as possi bl e.

He was asked to el aborate on the structure of the Conmi ssion, follow ng
t he appoi ntnent of Dr Syed Hussein Mohaned as its chairnman.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had announced t he proposed
setting up of the Conmi ssion |ast Friday.

The Conmmi ssi on was proposed fol | owi ng t he renani ng of the former Energy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts M nistry to Energy, Conmuni cati ons and
Mil timedia Mnistry.

The Conmmi ssi on for Communi cati ons and Mul tinedia Act 1998 provi des for a
singl e and nore i ndependent regul atory body to ensure heal thy and
conpetitive operations within the industry.

Leo Moggi e al so said the setting up of the Commi ssion, which will take
over the powers of certain departnents such as the Departnent of
Tel econmuni cati ons and Departnent of Broadcasting, will al soinvolve sone
staff restructuring.

"For that reason, the Public Services Department will make
recomendations on howto carry out staff restructuring in the affected
departments,” he said.
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