03/ 05/ 1998

New CM Deci si on soon

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Barisan Nasional secretary-general Datuk Seri
Mohamed Rahmat today said a decision will soon be made on t he new Sabah
Chief Mnister to replace Datuk Yong Teck Lee whose termends this nonth.

He said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad woul d make his
deci si on soon.

"It is inportant that the decision nmade by Dr Mahathir is accepted as a
good decision by all inthe BN," he said, addi ng that BN conmponent parties
shoul d be united.

Under the rotation systeminplenented after the BN Gover nnent t ook over
the State in 1994, the Chief Mnister's post is heldin turn by the Muslim
Bumi put era, non-MislimBuni putera and the Chinese | eaders.

The next Chief Mnister will be a non-MislimBumi putera.

Mohamed, who is al so Information M ni ster, was speaking to reporters
after launching the State-level Radi o and Tel evision Mal aysia's 52nd
anni versary cel ebrati ons.

"W will fulfil our promise torotate the Chief Mnister's post anong
the MuslimBum putera, non-MislimBuni putera and the Chi nese," he said.

Mohanmed al so said he was confident that the people in Sabah woul d
continue to support the BN

On the energence of the new Parti Bersekutu, Mhamed sai d BN woul d not
accept any new parties into its fold.

"If Bersekutu thinks that it can win the next el ection and applies to
enter BN, we will not accept it. The sane goes for Parti Bersatu Sabah, "
he said.

He al so deni ed runours about Federal |eaders backing Parti Bersekutu.

"If there are any statements fromBersekutu saying so, it isalie and a
pl oy to get the people's support. How can we bring down our own

Government... it is inpossible,” he said.
He al so said Parti Bersekutu's president and fornmer Chief M nister Datuk
Harris Sal | eh shoul d decl are whet her he was still an Umo nmenber or not.
"He nust declare to the peopl e of Sabah whether he is still an Umo

menber or not. If he does not resign, we will expel him™"
( END)
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