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New farmng policy: Mnistry to get feedback

Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Agriculture Mnistry will obtain feedback on the
recently-unveiled Third National Agricultural Policy to ensureits
success.

M ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud sai d the policy was approved by the
Cabi net | ast Wednesday.

The Mnistry will soon sell copies of the two-volume policy to the
public.

Speaking to the New Straits Tines, Dr Sul ai man said the policy outlined
action to be undertaken by rel evant institutions and stakehol ders and t he
tinme frame for the i npl enentati on.

He said the Mnistry wel coned feedback fromthe public and private
sectors on the policy and al so the national action plan, which sought to
identify problens faced in inplenenting the policy.

Dr Sulaiman will al so consult State Governments to gather feedback and
to ensure continued commitment to neeting the policy's goals.

"The visits will include briefings on the policy and di scussi on on
probl ens, such as | and tenancy agreenents, as we have to nove qui ckly
whil e everything is still fresh," he said.

Dr Sul ai man plans to begin the tour, schedul ed for January, by visiting
Johor, Pahang and Ter engganu.

He said the Mnistry also planned to organi se foruns with the public and
private sectors to discuss the policy and howto inplenent its short-,
nmedi um and | ong-termaction plans.

The foruns woul d be part of the Public-Private Sector Co-ordinating
Counci|l chaired by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and the
H gher Pl anni ng and | npl enentati on Conmi ttee chaired by Dr Sul ai man.

Among t hose i nvol ved woul d be rel evant M ni sters, Federal agenci es,
State Governnents and the private sector, supported by secretariats in the
Agriculture and Primary Industries Mnistries.

The i npl ementation of the policy's action plan will require RV32.4
billion - RML1 billion fromthe public and RM1.4 billion fromthe private
sector - between 1998 and 2010.

The devel opnent cost allocated for the Agriculture Mnistry is estimated
at RMB. 2 billion, of which RW.2 billionw |l be for infrastructure, RML. 1
billion for supporting services, RMD.5 billion for research and
devel oprrent and RMD. 3 billion for human resource devel opnent.

The Primary Industries Mnistry will require a devel opnent al |l ocati on of
RML. 2 billion while State Governments nust al |l ocate RVMD. 58 billion for
agricul ture devel opnent.

I ndustrial crops will require a private sector investnment of RWD.9
billion, of which RM6.1 billionwill be for oil palm

The food sector and t he devel opnent of newindustries will require a
private sector investnent of RML1.5 billion.
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