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New gateway vital for nation's growth

Badrul Hi sham Sarban Si ngh; ShareemAnry; Azrani Rustam

SEPANG, Sat. - The Government has nade an i nportant strategic i nvestnent
in building the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport to enable Ml aysia
to face the chall enges of the next m |l enniumand enhance its role in the
international air travel industry.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the public air
transport industry had becone an i nportant conponent in a country's quest
for rapid devel oprent.

He said it also played an inmportant role in facilitating international
trade.

"Realising this, the Governnment nmade a strategic decisionin 1991 to
build a newinternational airport as the main gateway i nt o Mal aysi a and
the region," he said at the KLI A's openi ng cerenony tonight.

He sai d when KLI A begins full commercial operations on June 30, it would
becone one of the nost nodern airports in the world and on par w th other
fanmous airports in the Asia Pacific region.

"W will work hard to ensure that the airport is capabl e of providing a
hi gh standard of service which is both unique and i nnovative to attract
nore passengers and airlines to use KLI A as a regi onal gateway."

He said airports in the region had experienced encouragi ng
i nfrastructural and passenger growth, nore than in North Anerica and
Eur ope, over the past 10 years.

"Al t hough such rapid growt h coul d not be sustained in the next one or
two years, the Asia Pacific region is expected to re-emerge stronger and
achi eve dynanic growth in the long term™

Dr Ling thanked Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who was
the brainchild and i nspiration behind the building of the KLI A

"I would also like to congratul ate KLI A Berhad, the various mnistries
and gover nment agenci es and the private sector that have worked hard for
four years to construct this sophisticated airport.”
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