01 AUG 1998
Mahat hir-Africa
NEW GENERATI ON OF CARI NG AFRI CAN LEADERS HAVE EVMERGED, SAYS PM

SEPANG Aug 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today a new generation of African | eaders have enmerged and
they are nore focused on the econom ¢ devel opnent of their countries and
t heir people.

Dr Mahathir said during the recent Southern Africa International
Di al ogue (SAID) in Nam bia, he found the | eaders were different frombefore
and they were not power-hungry dictators who were only interested in
enriching thensel ves.

"This is a new generation of African | eaders who are nore focused on
t he econoni c devel opment of their countries and their people,” he told
reporters on his return froma visit to South Africa, Nam bia and
Mozanbi que.

Dr Mahat hir had addressed the dial ogue on "d obal Cooperative
Governance" and al so spoke on the Asian currency crisis. The dial ogue was
attended by 14 African nations.

Dr Mahathir said that they were very inpressed with the approach
adopted by Mal aysia through "smart partnership".

He al so took the opportunity to explain nmeasures taken by Malaysia to
overcone the problem of disparity between the Bum puteras and
non- Bum put er as.

Dr Mahathir said the West was not hel ping African devel opi ng nations
and seened nore concerned with issues |like freedom nore transparency, nore
open econony and problenms in countries |like Angola and Sierra Leone.

"They can only say that this governnent is not good and that governnent
is not good and never recogni se the change in the attitude of African
| eaders who are now focused on the econom c devel opment of their countries
and their people,” said Dr Mihathir.

"And if they see there are opportunities to enrich thenselves in
Africa, they will do so...for intance attacking South Africa even though it
is not all that rich,” he said referring to the recent attack on the South
African rand whi ch dropped 30 per cent in recent weeks.

Dr Mahathir said that the depreciation of the rand had resulted in
nei ghbouring countries having to devalue their currency to enable themto
conpete with South Africa.

"So, the devel oping countries face very serious problens and they feel
that they have many things in conmon with us and they | ook with fear at
what is happening in Sout heast Asia and East Asia," he said.
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