18 APR 1998
Mahat hi r - Causeway
CONSTRUCTI ON OF NEW CAUSEWAY SHELVED

JOHOR BAHARU, April 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the proposal to build a new causeway to replace
t he Johor Causeway was shel ved because the current econonic situation did
not permt it.

He said the governnent had received the proposal froma private
Mal aysi an conpany but it could not be inplenmented now because of the
economni ¢ sl owdown.

"We nust wait until the situation permts it before considering whether
to build the new causeway," he told a joint news conference with Singapore
Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong after they opened the Ml aysi a-Si ngapore
second crossing, near here.

Dr Mahathir said the proposal involved the construction of another
bridge to replace the Johor Causeway, with its route bypassi ng Johor Baharu
city.

The proposal was made by Dr Mahathir during a visit to Johor in 1996
because the existing causeway could no | onger cope with the traffic vol une
and was al so obstructing the flow of water in the strait.

The Johor Causeway, the first crossing linking Ml aysia to Singapore,
was officially opened in 1924. At that time about 100,000 conmuters used
t he causeway daily.

Asked whet her a canpai gn should be held to encourage the public to use
t he second crossing, which had received cool response so far, Dr Mahathir
said such a canpai gn was not necessary.

"We feel it is not necessary because nornmally, when we have a new
facility, the public is not so keen on using it in the beginning but
finally they will use (it)," he said

This was the experience of the North-South H ghway and t he Penang
Bri dge when they were first conpleted, he said.

The prime mnister also said that there was no possibility of a further
toll reduction for the second crossing because the present rates were
al ready far below the rates proposed earlier

The toll for cars is RW. 80, vans and small lorries (RML1.40), big
lorries and trailers (RW5.50), taxis (Rw4.10), buses (RM6.20) and
not orcycl es (RML).

A toll of RML.80 is also inposed on cars crossing Plaza Tanjung Kupang,
van and small lorries (RVMB.60), big lorries and trailers (RW. 50), buses
(RML. 80) and taxis (RM.90).

The rates are 25-40 per cent |lower than that allowed in the origina
agreement with the project devel oper and concessionaire Linkedua (M Sdn
Bhd.

The toll inposed by Singapore is S$0.50 for notorcycles, S$2.50 for

cars, S$6 for vans and small lorries, S$12 for big lorries, S$2 for taxis
and S$3 for buses.
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