18/ 02/ 1998
New i ndustry takes shape at Proton City

St ephani e Raj endram
TANJUNG MALIM Tues. - Proton City. The very nane conjures up i mages of
clinical factory units and hi-tech operations.

The vision will still be realised but at a sl ower pace as a result of
t he econom ¢ downturn. In the neanti ne, agai nst the backdrop of earthworks
and bui | di ng superstructures, a newindustry is taking shape -
agricul ture.

Responding to the call to produce nore food and not to | eave | and
unutilised, the devel oper of Proton City is converting part of the 1, 600-
hectare site into a commercial farm

Hardly a nonth after bull dozers and tractors were put to work by one of
t he contractors chosen for the farning project, rows of pol ybags, nursery
beds and chi cken coops stand testinony to the happy bal ance that can be
achi eved between i ndustry and agriculture if econom c planners and
entrepreneurs cared to think nore holistically.

Heeding the call, Proton City Devel opment Corporation Sdn Bhd has put in
nmotion to convert, at |east tenporarily, a substantial portion of the | and
to short- and nediumtermcrop production.

Locat ed 90kmfromKual a Lunpur and 131kmfromlpoh, Proton City is a
strategic site for commerci al production of vegetables, fruits, freshwater
fish and poul try.

In fact, the project sitein Uu Behrang, three kil onetres fromTanj ung
Malim originally bel onged to the Veterinary Departnent but was abandoned.
It nowforns part of Proton City.

Inan interviewwith the New Straits Times at the project site, PCDC
general manager Zahri Abdul CGhani said 520ha were bei ng devel oped as a
platformfor the Proton plant, vendors zone and resi dential park.

"The remaining area will remain virtually untouched. In principle, we
have agreed to turn about 280ha for agriculture.

"This is land suitable for crops as the topsoil has not been renoved.
Where the topsoil has been renoved, we will plant creepers and trees to
prevent soil erosion," he said.

In just two and a half weeks, about 24ha had been pl oughed and some
5,000 banana saplings of the nangka, emas, rastali and several other
varieties had been grown in pol ybags.

In addition 2,000 banboo shoots, 400 porel o and j ackfruit saplings had
al so been grown.

"The target is to increase the nunber of banana plants to 20, 000 and
bamboo to 10, 000," he added.

Zahri sai d a banboo park was being created foll owi ng a suggestion by the
Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad when he visited the area
and found it covered with many types of banboo.

"W had to source the various speci es includi ng betung (dendrocal anus
asper) and yel | ow banboo (banbusa vul garis var. striata) fromthe nearby
jungle," he said.

Anot her feature of the farmwi |l be a herbal garden planted with some 48
varieties of ulam(traditional vegetabl es served as sal ad).

Sone 700 ayam kampung chi cks are being bred at the poultry farm In
addition to chicken feed, they will be allowed to roamfree and feed on
natural vegetation.

"Avisit here prom ses to be an educational experience. One can buy sone
ul amand chi cken and | earn about the different types of banboo at the sane



time," Zahri said.

About 12ha have been cl eared and pl oughed for the planting of vegetables
such as baby kail an, spinach, |ong beans, cucunber, bitter gourd, |adies'
fingers and ot hers.

The papaya will be ready for harvesting i n Decenber while sone of the
vegetables will be ready for sale by May or June.

Aquacul ture projects include the rearing of different types of catfish
Iike the keli, and haruan, while the rearing of quail, duck, ostrich,
cattle and goats is also in the pipeline.

Irrigation of the land i s made possible by the three nain streamns that
flowthrough the site, nanmely the Sungai Keroh, Sakiah and Bernam

Besi des the Agriculture Mnistry, the PCDCwi Il work with three
consultants - Dr Ranmli Md Nor of the Mal aysian Agricultural Research and
Devel oprent I nstitute, James Ki nghamof Nostal gi a | npi an Sdn Bhd and Dr
Nor di n Abdul Rahman of Universiti Putra Mal aysi a.

Four operators, headed by Nostal gia, are handling the cultivation of the
crops. The ot her three are Pertubuhan Pel adang Bi dor, Bunga Mekar Sdn Bhd
al so of Bidor and Hi kma Nature Sdn Bhd of Sarawak.

Asked what wi ||l happen once work on the Proton City project resunes,
Zahri said the banboos for instance, woul d be repl anted around t he
autonotive city as part of its beautification and | andscaping efforts.

Nost al gi a chai rman Dat uk VWan Adli WAn | brahi msai d t he parcel of |and
bei ng used for the crops was i ntended to be devel oped as the | ast phase in
about eight years' tine.

The schedul ed conpl etion date of Proton City was to have been 2010 but
| ast month, it was announced that the entire project had to be deferred
for at |east three years.

Proton City will be the site of the second manufacturing plant for
Per usahaan O onobi | Nasi onal Bhd, the national car mauf acturer.
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