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New Johor port to have latest facilities

Val erie Ng

JOHOR S second port at Tanjung Pel epas will be an all-weather nodern port
with the latest facilities and services, capabl e of handling sonme of the
| argest ships in the world.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahahir Mohamad, who is scheduled to
inspect the port site today, will be briefed on devel opnent in the area,
45 km from Johor Baru.

Phase One of the Tanjung Pel epas port project, costing RM2.8 billion, is
al ready under way. It entails the building of six berths offering 2.16 km
of wharf length, with full ancillary facilities and state-of-the-art
equi pnent .

The first two berths, schedul ed to be operational by | ate next year
will be able to handl e about 600, 000 twenty-foot equivalent units of
cont ai ners.

The capacity woul d be i ncreased to 800,000 TEUs (twenty-foot equival ent
uni ts) of cargo upon conpletion of Phase One.

The other four berths are to be ready by the second quarter of 2001.

Anong the port's other plus points are that it will be in sheltered
waters with no strong currents and hi gh waves, have a short access channe
(eight km fromthe Mal acca Straits one of the world's busiest shipping
| anes, anpl e deepwater (90 netres) at the quayside and | and for future
devel opnent .

Tanj ung Pel epas will not only cater to indi genous and regi onal shi pping
lines, but will be well-placed to take the spillover of worl dwi de shi pping
busi ness from Si ngapore.

The project is being devel oped by Pel abuhan Tanj ung Pel epas, a whol | y-
owned subsi di ary of Seaport Term nal (Johor) Sdn Bhd. Seaport Terminal is
t he parent conpany of Johor Port Bhd, the operator of Pasir Gudang port.

On March 24, 1995, Seaport Termi nal signed a privatisation agreenent
with the Governnment and t he Johor Port Authority to plan, devel op
construct, operate and nmanage Tanj ung Pel epas port.

Under the deal, Pel abuhan Tanjung Pel epas wi |l undertake the
construction on the buil d-operate-transfer concept.

Under the masterplan, the port will be constructed in five phases on a
783-hectare site in Tanjung Pel epas up to the year 2020.

The area was previously a fishing village. Affected fi shernen have been
rel ocated by the devel opers, with up to RM20 m|lion paid in conpensation
for the land acquired for the project.

The port will also have a 7.7-kmroad connection to the new Ml aysi a-

Si ngapor e Second Li nk expressway and a rail connection to the nationa
net wor k.
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