12/ 09/ 1998

New ni ni ster to head panel on foreign workers

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Mnister of Human Resources Datuk LimAh Lek said
today that Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad woul d appoint a
M nister to head the Cabinet Conmittee on Foreign Wrkers.

The post was hel d by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who was sacked by Dr
Mahat hir | ast Wednesday.

At a Press conference after | aunching a nati onwi de | T canpai gn for MCA
| eaders at Informatics Coll ege in Jalan Petaling, Limsaid:

"There is no problem in so far as processing of applications from
enmpl oyers requiring forei gn workers."

He added this was being carried out by a separate conmni ttee headed by
the Home M nistry.

"The main comrittee is nmerely looking into policy matters," he said.

It was reported that the plantati on and manufacturing sectors required
122,700 foreign workers in the first six nonths of this year.

As at July 4, atotal of 926 enpl oyers had submitted applications to
recruit these foreign workers.

Bet ween Feb 17 and May 21, 206 enpl oyers had applied to bring in 60,000
forei gn workers.

On the issue related to actions of five branch managers of MBf Finance
Bhd who had al l egedly forced their staff to resign under the Vol untary
Separ ation Schenme, Limsaid:

"The managenent had co-operated with the nministry and had given us the
assurance t hat appropriate acti on woul d be taken agai nst t hose i nvol ved. "

He added he had al so been i nforned that the nmanagenent had deci ded to
reinstate those invol ved.

Limreiterated that while the ministry would not like tointerfere on
t he ki nd of action to be taken agai nst those i nvol ved, he, however said
"we want to send the right signal to enployers” that any VSS nust be
transparent and genui ne.

The MBf Finance's VSS invol ved 120 branches and 4, 032 wor ker s t hr oughout
the country.

Atotal of 1,769 workers applied to join the VSS and of this 1,123
applications were accepted and 646 rej ect ed.

O the applicants who were rejected, 168 appeal ed and 57 were then
accepted. Atotal of 25 workers withdrewtheir applications.
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