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New M nistry a boost to ICT

DESPI TE sone sceptici smover the Miul tinmedi a Super Corridor when it was
first launched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sone two
years ago, indications are that it is all systens go. The announcenent of
anewMnistry for Multinediaeffective today reinforces the country's
conm tment to the belief that the nultinmediaindustry is a prinme nover in
the future expansion of the gl obal economny.

The i nformation revol uti on and convergence of infornation and
communi cati on technol ogy have unl eashed t he forces of gl obalisati on,
accel erating the processes and augnenting the effects. This phenonmenon
brings both chal | enges and opportunities. The newM ni stry appropriately
takes charge of these two inportant areas and, inter alia, will chart the
industry's long-termstrategy. It is expected to | ook into the
i mplications and impact of ICT in all aspects of life. It was only
recently that Mal aysia stressed that societies all over the world should
know howto col |l ectively harness the power of | CT to pronote hunman dignity
and soci o-econonic justice. It also advocated that nowis the right tine
for the international conmunity to begin fornul ati ng a new gl obal
framework for informati on age governance and the nurturing of a gl obal
civilised society. Inthe light of these pronouncenents and the fast-
grow ng i ndustry, the new Ml aysi an Communi cati ons and Ml ti nedi a
Conmi ssion, as the single regulatory authority for the converged i ndustry
of tel ecommuni cations, broadcasting and conputing, will no doubt have a
chal I engi ng task ahead.

The MSC i s Mal aysi a's beachhead into the I nformati on Technol ogy-
dom nat ed 21st Century. The econom ¢ sl owdown has rai sed sone fears that
the project may be affected but these have been speedily dism ssed by the
authorities. The Miul ti medi a Devel opment Corporation has nade it cl ear that
there are no i nherent contradictions between the MSC policies and the
Governnent's recent efforts to stabilise the econony.

It should be borneinmmndthat it is precisely | T s increasing
i nportance to gl obal econonies, including Mal aysi a, that propelled
investments inthe MSC. It will be the country's second engi ne of growth.
Thus, despite the economc difficulties the country faces, the project has
been cat egori sed as a productive sector and wi || be pursued vi gorously.
The recent taking over of a 55 per cent stake in Cybervi ew Sdn Bhd, the
devel oper of Cyberjaya, is also atestinony to the Governnment's intention
to ensure the success of the project. It is entrusted with building a
2, 800ha fl agshi p zone, phase one of whi ch focuses on provi di ng a conduci ve
wor ki ng environment for | T/nul timedi aindustries and conmerci al
requirenents.

The vision of the MSC through year 2020 is divided into three phases.
The first oneis critical as it involves the successful creation of the
MSC, involving the setting up of 50 worl d-cl ass conmpani es, seven flagship
applications and a worl d-1eadi ng franework of cyberl aws.

Evidently, the authorities are well aware of the chall enges ahead. A big
challenge i s I T manpower and expertise, a worldw de concern. It is
estimated that MSC conpani es require sone 17, 000 knowl edge wor kers over
the next five years. The industry requires a critical mass of IT experts
to generate nmonentum and sustain grow h.

Anot her vital factor in pursuing the MSCis invol venent of the people.
The National |IT Council's new panel for 1999-2001 announced i n Septenber



reflects the social agenda aspect and a right step to bring the MsC to the
local level. The line-up of representatives froma cross-section of
society, especially fromthe nmedi a, wonen, consumners and envi ronnent al
groups, shoul d provi de a neani ngful interaction for bal anced di scussi on
and fornul ati on of programmes.

I ndi sputably, the MSCis a far-sighted decision and a new source of
econom ¢ growt h for the country. Only wi th unwaveri ng comm t nent and
support of all could this marathon project, which has caught the
i magi nation of the world, excel.
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