21/ 02/ 1998

New political culture in Sabah has energed under the BN, says Yong

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - A new political culture based on the val ues of
trust, commtment, discipline and progress have energed i n Sabah after the
Bari san Nasi onal took over the hel mof the State Governnent.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said the BN power-sharing concept had
brought about political stability to Sabah and caused the State to nove
steadily into the mai nstreamof econom c, political and other fields of
devel oprent .

He said the State was no | onger working in isolation, but noving in
tandemw th the ot her States.

"I'n the past, proni ses were made wi thout any intention of fulfilling
thembut nowit is different; we say what we nean and we nean what we
say," he said at the launch of the State BN convention today.

The openi ng of the day-long convention was officiated by Prine M nister
and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Yong, who is State BN chairman, said the Prime Mnister's wisdomin
proposi ng and i npl enenting the rotation of the Chief M nistership had
further enhanced the power-sharing concept.

He cal |l ed on the people to wel cone the next stage of the CM s post
rotation.

"Let no one harbour any doubt that the wi sdomof the BN, under the
| eadershi p of Dr Mahathir, ininplenentingthe next stage of the rotation
systemwi || be fulfilled without fail."

Yong said the rotation of the Chief Mnister's post in May 1996 had been
a big sacrifice for Umo, the | argest conponent and backbone of the State
BN, and was sonet hing that shoul d be appreci ated by everyone.

The Prime Mnister had, during the State election in March 1994,
prom sed to rotate the Chief Mnister's post anong the Musli mBuni puter a,
Chi nese and non-MislimBumi putera if the BN won in the el ection.

He said the thene of the convention, "Justice for All", was nost
appropriate in viewof the inplenentation of the next stage of the
rotation system

"The deeper neani ng of the convention thene is that, whoever is the
Chi ef M nister of Sabah has to ensure that there is justice for the people
fromall communities, regardless of ethnic origin," Yong said.

He advi sed t he people not to all ow sectoral, personal interests and
ambitions to destroy the good that BN had hel ped build over the past four
years.
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