NEW STRAI TS TI MES H GHLI GHTS, JAN 16, 1998, FRI DAY
16 JANUARY 1998

1. JAKARTA: President Suharto yesterday pledged sweepi ng econonic
refornms and sacrificed some of his famly's business interests under a new
deal with the International Mpnetary Fund. page 1

2. KUALA LUWPUR: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
yesterday Miultimedi a Super Corridor devel opnments were progressig well and
have not been affected by the current econom c problens. page 1

3. KUALA LUWPUR: International Mnetary Fund managi ng director M che
Candessus yesterday wel coned the steps taken by Mal aysia to address the
econom ¢ probl ens brought about by the regional financial crisis. page 1

4. KUALA LUMPUR Padi beras Nasi onal Bhd has started paying in | oca
currencies for rice inports, and with the nove it has i medi atl ey saved RVb
mllion on a recent consignnment of 20,000 tonnes of Thai rice if the United
States doll ar had been used. page 1

5. KUALA LUWPUR: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
make a one-day working visit to Indonesia on Saturday for talks with
Presi dent Suharto. page 2; -- nore

6. KUALA LUWPUR: In its efforts to mnimse politicking, the Umo
| eadershi p has advised that, as far as possible, any tussle for divisional
posts involving party Suprenme Council nenbers should be avoi ded. page 2;

7. KUALA LUWUR: Umo Youth has submitted a four-point econom c action
plan to the Executive Director of the National Econonmic Action Council Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n. page 4;

8. KUALA LUWUR: The private sector has been urged to provide
opportunities for senior citizens to join the work force where possible.
page 5;

9. | POH: DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said yesterday he woul d
seek a nmeeting with enpl oyees Provident Fund chairman Tan Sri Sal | ehuddi n
Mohamed to get an assurance that all EPF investnent decisions are nmade in
the best interest of its nine mllion contributors. page 5;

10. KUALA LUMPUR Hospital Kuala Lunmpur will be able to provide cancer
patients with a shorter waiting period between primary surgery and
chenot herapy soon. page 5; -- nore

11. SEREMBAN. A whol esal er who was fined RMLO, 000 by the magistrate's
court last Dec 13 for having excessive sugar stocks as caught again
yesterday for refusing the sell the item page 6;

12. I PCH: Perak Umo Youth will go down to the ground fromtoday to
survey prices of essential itenms and their supply to ensure consuners get
sufficent supplies at reasonable prices during the forthcom ng doubl e
cel ebrations. page 6;

13. KUALA LUMPUR About two million vehicles are expected to | eave the
Kl ang Vall ey when the people return to their honetowns before the Chinese
New Year-Hari Raya Aidilfitri celebrations begin, Deputy Transport M nister
Dat uk Mohanmad Ali Rustam said yesterday. page 7;

14. KUALA LUMPUR Mandarin orange inporters are bringing the |esser
quantities of the fruit in anticipation of a | ower demand and due to the
depreciation of the ringgit which has seen prices rise between 30 and 40
per cent. page 7,

15. KUALA LUMPUR The Education Mnistry will try to keep the prices of
textbooks at a rate that will not be burdensone to parents next year. page
9; -- Bernama
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