25/ 07/ 1998
Dr M opens new chancery buil di ng

Ahmad A. Talib in Pretoria

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad yest erday opened the new chancery buil di ng
of the country's Hi gh Conmi ssion for South Africa, declaring that this
synmbol i sed Mal aysia's comitment and friendship with that country.

In his short speech at the opening cerenmony, Dr Mahathir said: "I am
proud that Malaysia's relations with South Africa continue to grow from
strength to strength.

"I would like to give ny assurance that we will always accord the
hi ghest priority to our relations with South Africa.

"This new Hi gh Comm ssi on buil di ng synbolises our conmtnent and
friendship with South Africa."

The Prinme Mnister said he was happy to note the great strides that had
been achieved in a relatively short period since the birth of the new
South Africa

I ndeed, Dr Mahathir said, South Africans had shown nuch fortitude and
determ nation in building a new society free fromappalling | egaci es of
the apartheid era.

He al so paid tribute to South African President Nel son Mandela for his
singl e-m nded conmitment to national reconciliation in a free and
denocratic South Africa.

He said this comm tnent had been inspiring and held the key to South
Africa's future.

Dr Mahathir and his entourage arrived this norning and was received at
the international airport in Johannesburg by South African Foreign
M nister Alfred Nzo and Mal aysi an H gh Comni ssi oner Dat uk Abdul Kadir
Deen.

Abdul Kadir said the new chancery woul d hel p pronote bilateral relations
towards the next mllenniumand beyond.

Mal aysia's total trade with South Africa anounted to US$447 mllion
(about RML.8 billion) last year, an increase of nore than 27 per cent over
1996. Total trade figures for the first five nonths of this year cane to
US$176.5 mllion, Abdul Kadir said.

Mal aysia's exports are mainly pal moil (about 30 per cent), electronics,
chem cal s, lubricants and tinmber which made up nost of the country's
i mports.

The chancery building costs about RWM.5 mllion. There are eight
di pl omatic staff with several |ocal enpl oyees.

Mal aysi an interests forman inportant investnent partner for South
Africa. According to South African Mnistry of Finance figures, Ml aysian
investnents totalled nore than US$3.8 billion in 1994, making it the
second bi ggest investor after the United States.

Mal aysi an i nvestmments are seen in tel econmuni cations, infrastructure,
property, hotels and tradi ng, apart fromfinance and banki ng.

Nzo, speaking just before Dr Mahathir unveil ed the plaque at the opening
cerenony, decribed Ml aysia as one of the staunchest allies for South
Africa before and after apart heid.

"Despite the crisis it is facing at hone, Ml aysia has maintained a
strong presence in South Africa and has continued to invest in sectors
consi dered inportant to nmy country," he said.

After the cerenmony, Dr Mahathir net Acting President Thabo Moeki for a
four-eyes neeting to discuss bilateral issues.
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