16/ 12/ 1998
New Year gift for Canbodi a?

Ashraf Abdul | ah in Hanoi

LEADERS at tendi ng the Sixth Asean Summit in this Vietnanese capital

ext ended a war mwel cone to Canbodi a as the 10t h menber of the grouping,
sayi ng that Canbodi a's i npendi ng admni ssi on woul d cone at a tine when the
associ ation needed all the strength it could nuster.

Asean | eaders deci ded on Monday that Canbodi a woul d be admitted into the
regi onal grouping at a speci al Foreign Mnisters neeting to be convened in
Hanoi as soon as possible.

However, the | eaders did not set a specific date for Canbodia's
admi ssi on.

The decision to admt Canbodi a had al ready been nade i n Kual a Lunpur
| ast year. The Foreign M nisters had been enstrusted by the | eaders to
decide on the timng of its entry.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi when asked when
Canbodi a woul d be adnitted, said:

"I hope it will be a New Year gift to Canbodi a. W want Canbodia to be
in Asean as soon as possible."

An Asean 10 was envi saged by the grouping's founding fathers in 1967.
Wth Canbodia's entry, all Southeast Asian nations will be represented in
t he associ ati on.

I n his opening speech, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
sai d Mal aysi a woul d wel cone Canbodi a' s adni ssion at a special cerenpny to
be held in Hanoi |ater.

Mal aysi a, along with Brunei, Myanmar, Laos, |ndonesia and host Vi et nam
had pushed for Canbodi a's i rmedi at e adni ssi on.

However, at a di nner neeting on Monday, the | eaders deci ded not to admt
Canbodi a at the current sunmit, but to do so in the near future.

Canbodi a' s schedul ed admi ssion i nto Asean i n Kual a Lunpur | ast year was
deferred after Prime Mnister Hun Sen ousted his then co-Prime M nister
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, in a power struggle that led to bl oody cl ashes
i n Phnom Penh.

The two rivals agreed | ast nonth that their parties would forma new
coalition. The Governnment headed by Hun Sen was sworn in recently.

Fol  owi ng thi s devel opment, the UNcredentials conmttee voted in favour
of accepting Canbodi a back i nto the UN | ast week.

In his opening speech, Vietnam s Prine M nister Phan Van Kai said the
deci sion of the Asean | eaders to admt Canbodia made it possible to ful fil
t he vision of Asean 10, enhanced Asean's strength and i nternational
standi ng, and contributed to strengtheni ng peace, increasing co-operation
and pronoti ng devel opnent in Sout heast Asi a.

"Fol | owi ng an open exchange of views, the Asean | eaders decided to adnit
Canmbodi a as the 10th menber of Asean and has instructed their Foreign
M ni sters to organi se a speci al adm ssi on cerenony i n Hanoi ," he said.

Phan sai d Vi et namwel comed t he success of the free and fair electionin
Canbodi a I ast July.

( END)
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