12 NOV 1998
APEC- NEWS- SHI PLEY
NEW ZEALAND PRI ME M NI STER TO HOLD TALKS W TH DR MAHATHI R

VEELLI NGTON, Nov 12 (Bernama- Xi nhua) -- New Zeal and Prinme M nister Jenny
Shi pl ey expects to hold talks with Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the forthcom ng Apec | eaders' summit in Kuala Lunpur.

"It is not New Zeal and's style to boycott neetings with international
| eaders because of differences of opinion," the New Zeal and Press
Associ ati on (NZPA) quoted her as saying.

Shipley is also likely to hold informal talks with United States
President Bill dinton in Kuala Lunpur.

The Prime Mnister said that her main focus at the forthcom ng Apec
| eaders' nmneeting would be to pronote New Zeal and's interests.

Shi pl ey who woul d | eave for Kual a Lunmpur on Sunday said New Zeal and
woul d do its best to pronote the liberalization of world trade and urged
other countries, Japan in particular, to drop their tariffs.

The NZPA al so quoted her as saying that this year's Apec |eaders’
meeting woul d prove the nost difficult yet in which to reach agreenent on
how to nmake progress in liberalization of world trade.

It also quoted Prine Mnister Shipley as saying that she did not want
to preenpt negotiations on the issue by speculating on their outcone but
hoped progress woul d be made.
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