12 NOV 1998
LEAD Mahat hir-Jet
NEWLY- ORDERED JET BELONGS TO GOVT, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has denied buying a nulti-mllion ringgit private jet for hinself.

He said the jet would belong to the government.

"That is the government's (jet), not nme, | don't have that kind of
nmoney, " he told reporters after |aunching the Proton Perdana V6 and Satria
Gli 1.8L nodels here today.

He was responding to questions by reporters on a statenent issued by
his forner deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimthat he (Dr Mahathir) had
ordered a RM0OO million jet and that he hinsel f designed the aircraft's
interior decor.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar had al so been using governnent executive jets
and if he was in the governnent, he would be using the sanme jet.

He said the governnent was selling off the present jet and had to buy a
new one as the forner did not have sufficent range.

"W have been doing a lot of travelling," he said.

"He (Anwar) did a lot of travelling too and he used to borrow ot her
people's jet. We don't |ike borrowi ng other people's jet, we would like to
use our own jet," he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said he did not really know the cost of the
new aircraft.

The decision to buy the jet was nade three years ago and as such, it
was not sonething new, he said, adding that "we decided at the tine when he
(Anwar) was the M nister of Finance and he approved it."

Anwar has been charged with 10 counts of corruption and sexual
m sconduct, all of which he has deni ed.

Anwar, who was dism ssed fromthe government on Sept 2 and Ummo the
next day, is currently facing four charges of corrupt practice.
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