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The deci sion by the government not to recall nore than 12,000 sponsored
students abroad despite the country's econonic probl ens, as announced by
t he Education M nister Datuk Seri Mhammad Naji b Tun Razak oiver the
weekend drew comment fromthe NEW STRAI TS Tl MES.

Calling it a pragmatic solution the daily says the decision is to be
appl auded because it reflects the governnent's sensitivity to the plight of
t hese students.

"The daily notes that originally the governnent had intended to recal
all the students it is sponsoring abroad, with the exception of those who
are pursuing courses at the elite ivory towers, and place themin |oca
institutions of higher I|earning.

"Naturally, the prospect of being recalled m d-way through their
studies would certainly add anental strain. Even if such nmeasure is
characterised as absolutely necessary in view of the econom c problens, it
does not nean that its inplenentation is w thout adverse effects to the
students", it says

The daily agrees that during tinmes of econonm c hardship tough choices
have to be made. "But surely, these choices should be tenpered with
pragmati sm', it says.

The Straits Tines al so described as a sensible nove Najib's
announcenent that by the year 2001, the governnent would only sponsor about
400 students abroad to study in tier-1 university such as Oxford or
Canbri dge.

"All the fine talk about making this country the regional centre of
excellent tertiaty education is pointless if we continue to send our
students overseas', it says.

"It is possible to ride out the present econom ¢ problemw t hout any
damage to the country's investnents in humanresources devel opnent. By
reduci ng the nunber of students at the tertiary level, we will be
condemi ng the country to a nedi ocre economic future", it says.

The daily also feels there is still hope for those with linmted
financial incone to take up tertiary education. "The establishenent of the
Nat i onal Hi gher Education Fund, a governnent initiative, is designed to
assi st cash-strapped students in obtaining | oans.

"That the Inland Revenue Board has been enpowered to act as agent for
the recovery of the loans will ensure there will be no defaulters.

"It is a sensible nove since education |oans should not be a free ride
at the expense of the taxpayers', the New Straits Tinmes says.

Witing on the same subject BERI TA HARI AN says sponsored students mnust
surely wel come the government's decision not to recall them

To call them back after half way, will only pose another big problem says

t he daily.

The paper says, although it will be a heavy burden to the governnent, it
al so the governnent's responsibility to see themthrough

Berita Harian hopes the students will appreciate the governnent's
deci si on.

They can show their appreciation by studying hard and achi evi ng
excellent results in their studies, the daily says.

UTUSAN MALAYSI A says the rem nder by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad that UVNO nmay | ose the general election if it failed to
uphol d the party's clean i mage, should be given attention by all nenbers.

"It is only proper that the party president expresses his anxiety

is



because certain nmenbers are too eager in fighting for posts in the current
party divisional elections.

"UMNO nmenbers shoul d realise that non-nenbers are al so very inportant
i n choosi ng the governnent.

"Al t hough nmost of the party divisions have conpleted their neetings and

el ected | eaders yesterday (Sunday), it is still not too late for nenbers to
clean their houses and get rid of bad el enents that can destroy the party's
i mage".

UTUSAN says UMNO wi Il be hol ding el ections for the Suprenme Counci
posts next year and the general election will soon follow It is therefore,
the right time for the party nenbers to strengthen ties with each other for
the of the party unity.

"Now that the elections at divisional |level is alnost over, attention
shoul d be given to closing the rank and forge to maintain the party' sgood
i mage especi ally anong non-nenbers.

"UMNO nmenbers should realise that the people is very sensitive of
current issues. Issue |like the water shortage in the Kl ang Vall ey can cause
the people to question the credibility of the their representatives.

"Al'l menbers should therefore, heed the president's advice to prove to
the people that UMO i s, indeed, the chanpion of their cause", Utusan says.
TAM L NESAN advi ses the people, especially the people of Penang, not

to believe in runour about the tenple-nbsque issue in Kanpung Rawa.

It can spark anger and anxi ety anong people and may | ead to racial
di sharnmony, the daily warns.

"Some opportunists with vested interests are spreading the rumour to
create racial disharnony", the paper says.

"The m sunderstandi ng has been settled amicably with the intervention
of Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"However, certain irresponsible elenents are trying to fish in troubled
water with the aimof creating aninosity between the H ndus and the
Musl i ns.

"The peopl e should not let the runours destroy the unity, harnony and
goodwi | I ampbng the various races which have practice religious tol erance
all this tine.

"They shoul d not be overcome by enotions but should instead, nmaintain
unity and religious tolerance for a peaceful life", the paper says.

Current water woes in the Federal Territory and Sel angor again is a
mai n topi c of discussion in Nanyang Siang Pau's editorial colum.

The daily hopes a high level neeting anmong officers of the Economc
Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Selangor Waterworks
Department, Kual a Lunpur G tyhall and representatives of Puncak N aga and
IVK to be chaired by DPM Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimtoday could come up with
along termformula to overcone the problem

The current dry spell, as pointed out by experts, is not the sole cause
of critical water shortage in the Klang Valley. M smanagenment and | ack of
proficiency on the part of a privatised water conpany, and absence of
ef fective coordinations anong the respective local authorities, environment
department and wat erworks departnment, particularly in curbing pollution of
the Hulu Langat river, are contributing factors.

Unrestrai ned devel opnent of |land at water catchnent areas and illega
operations of factaries along the river bank further jeopardised the
quality of water resources.

The paper suggests that water pollution alert groups be formed to check
pol lution in catchnent areas.

It also urges the cabinet to consider seriously the proposed setting up
of a national water supply commttee to coordinate and facilitate
transm ssion of water fromone state to another in case of a shortage.



Menbers of the public nmust be to EIl Nino factor, Tata Tea has esti mated
that its production would less at 56 mllion kg.

BERNANA
30/03/98 13- 31MST
BNS



	NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL EXTRACTS (Bernama 30/03/1998)

