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Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s statenment Tuesday that the
I nternational Mnetary Fund (I MF) has not shown any progress in efforts to
regul ate currency trading was made top front page headline story in SUN,
TAM L NESAN, MALAYSI A NANBAN and UTUSAN MALAYSI A

The news item which al so appeared as a front page report in NEWS
STRAI TS TI MES, BUSI NESS TI MES, BERI TA HARI AN, NANYANG SI ANG PAU and SI N
CHEW JIT POH quoted the prine mnister as saying although the I M- had
prom sed to study Mal aysia's proposal on the matter, it had yet to nake any
suggesti on.

"I don't know why...so long as the currency fluctuates, they (currency
traders) will nake profits,” he told reporters after hol ding Aidiladha open
house at Dewan Jitra, Jitra, newspaper reports said.

He was asked to comment on the | atest devel opnent in Malaysia's
proposal to regulate currency trading following the financial crisis in the
regi on since last July.

Sar awak newspapers -- SARAWAK TRI BUNE, BORENO POST and UTUSAN SARAVWAK
in their front page headline news itemquoted Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul
Tai b Mahmud as saying he doubted the sincerity of Swi ss environnmentali st
Bruno Manser's purported apol ogy for staying illegally in Sarawak in the
80s.

The news item al so given a w der coverage by newspapers in Sabah as
wel | as the Peninsul a.

Manser's credibility was questionable, he told reporters after
distributing sacrificial beef to poor nuslins in Kuching and Samar ahan
divisions in conjunction with Hari Raya Haji Tuesday. said.

Manser, who now runs Bruno Manser Fonds, a non-governnent al
organi sation (NGO for the protection of indigenous people worl dw de based
in Basel, Switzerland, said he had witten to Taib on March 31 of his
intention to return to Sarawak.

Copi es of Manser's letter, which were also faxed to | ocal newspapers in
Kuchi ng, stated that he was scheduled to arrive Kuching from Zurich Tuesday
for the Hari Raya Haji cel ebrations.

Tai b, however, did not confirmreceiving the letter, saying "it renains
a specul ation".

Manser was bl acklisted by the Sarawak governnent for instigating the
Penans against |ogging activities on their native |and.

Wat er shortage continue to be a front page report of several dailies.

The subject matter appeared as top story in BERI TA HARI AN, NEWS STRAI TS
TI MES and THE STAR

According to NEW STRAI TS TI MES angry consuners, frustrated by the
Sel angor water works departnment’'s silence and sl ow responses, want it to be
revanped and its senior officals held responsbile for the poor handling of
pr obl em

Consumer representives, MPs and residents' associations, who bore the
brunt of the people's anger, said the nood was one of extrene frustration.

"Pushed to the edge, some have called for the renoval of those in top
posts", declares NST.

Meanwhil e, top story in THE STAR says an average Ml aysi an househol d
wastes 1,165 litres of water daily although the international standard for
consunption is only 165 litres per head.

Quoting the Mal aysi an Water Association and Institute of Engi neers
Mal aysia (IEM the daily said such wastage coupled with overconsunpti on by
i ndustrial consumers, had taken a toll on existing water resources and



supply.

In anot her rel ated devel opnent BERITA HARIAN, in its front page
headl i ne, said the Mnistry of Public Wrks is formulating a |ong-term pl an
to ensure enough water supply for the whole country.

Quoting the Mnister, Datuk Seri S. Sany Velly the Malay daily said new
infrastructures to be built includes dans, water treatnent plants and pipe
network that could last up to 100 years.

Several dailies reported that the cabinet will decide at its weekly
neeting today (Wednesday) on the official Made-In-Malaysia |logo to nmake it
a conpul sory | abel on all locally nmade products for donestic and export
mar ket s.

This news item appeared as a front page report in TAML NESAN

Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob was quoted as saying that the selected | ogo was expected to cone
into official use in three nonths' tine.

Accordi ng to newspaper reports Aidiladha was cel ebrated on a noderate
scal e nati onwi de Tuesday by Muslinms who started off the day with prayers at
t he nobsques.

This was foll owed by the slaughtering of sacrificial |ivestock

News on Ai di | adha appeared as a front page report in BERI TA HARIAN with
other dailies giving it a w der coverage.

At Masjid Negara in Kuala Lumpur, thousands of city folk attended the
prayers which were telecast live by RTMwhile the nation's |latest private
television station, NTV7, which starts its service Tuesday, telecast the
prayers at Masjid Zahir in Al or Setar.

The normal | y-busy streets of Kuala Lunpur were quiet, with many of the
city folk having returned to their hometowns to celebrate the occasion with
their relatives and to take advantage of the public holiday.

Meanwhile, in a front page report BERI TA HARI AN said no untoward
i nci dents happened and everything went on snmoothly as mllions of Mislins
fromall over the world perfornmed their rites and rituals in Mna at the
peak of the Haj pilgrinmge Tuesday.

The daily quoted a Saudi Arabian official as saying this.
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