25/ 03/ 1998
PM I nproving perception way to better Europe-Muslimworld ties

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Hani zah Hashim

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today conflicts
of today and future clashes of civilisations between Europe and the Mislim
worl d can be prevented if both i nprove their perceptions of one anot her
and cast aside their distrust.

The Prinme M nister said if the Europeans coul d change their view of
Islamand the Muslins, reconciliation was possible and a newrel ati onship
bet ween the two coul d be established.

"1f the Europeans can bani sh their nmuch nore deep-rooted antagoni sm
towards the Jews, the alleged betrayers of Jesus Christ, there is no
reason why they cannot | essen their antagoni smtowards the Muslins, to
change their viewand their attitude towards the Musli mWrld," he said.

What was needed, he said, was fair and accurate i nformation about Islam
and the Muslinms on one hand and the true concern and generosity of
Eur opeans on the other.

Dr Mahat hir was opening the Ml aysi a- European Uni on joi nt seninar thened
"Europe and the Islamic Wrld" at the Mal aysian Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng.

The two-day conference is bei ng organi sed by t he European Uni on and
Ikim with the New Straits Tinmes as the official newspaper.

Over 250 participants, including those fromthe EU, Ml aysia and nenbers
of the diplomatic corps, attended t he openi ng cerenony whi ch was t el ecast
live over RTM 1.

He said Europe's perception of the Islanmic Wrld had not changed much
since Islamfirst became known to the Europeans and t he establi shment of
the first contact between themand the Mislins.

"Byzantiumand Spain confronted the | slanm c ummah (people) across
battl efields in Eastern and Western Europe. The contact was pai nful for
Europe for nmuch territory was |l ost to Muslimforces.

"Despite the contact and despite the Muslins all owi ng the European
Christianstoremaininthe conqueredterritory, European understandi ng of
I slamwas mnimal."

He said the refusal to recognise Islamas a religion ran parallel
with the European attitude towards the Jews and Judai sm

"This attitude went on for centuries. The Europeans for a long tinme
actual ly believed that during the Jewi sh Passover, Christian children were
sl aughtered and their bl ood was m xed with the bread eaten by the Jews."

He said after the nmassacre of Jews in Spain and Nazi Gernmany, Europeans
awoke to the injustices that inflicted upon the Jews.

" Eur opeans now accept Jews as their equals and Europeans with all the
political and religious rights of Europeans."

He said Muslins, on the other hand, had not nade any headway.

"I'f at all, their relations with the Europeans has becone worse t han
ever before. After the Cold War, confrontati on between Europe and the rest
of the world seened to be confined to Muslins and Musl i mcountri es.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke about how the Muslimschol ars passed their
know edge to t he Europeans and fuel |l ed the ri se of European civilisations,
endi ng the Dark Ages of Europe.

"They (the Europeans) even forget that such scholars as Avi cena,
Averroes and others were Muslins," he said.
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