07/ 05/ 1998

NG3s to be asked to hel p sol ve haze probl em

THE Government will meet with non-governmental organi sations (NG3s) next
Tuesday (May 12) to discuss what the latter can do to tackl e the haze
probl em caused by the forest fires in Indonesia.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng sai d
the neeting will see how NGOs can hel p the country recover, fromthe
financi al and technol ogi cal aspects of the haze.

"So far, we have sent out invitation letters to sone 40 NGOs," he told
reporters after the weekly Cabi net neeting in Kual a Lunpur yest er day.

He said the decision was reached at the Cabi net neeting.

"At the sane tine, | will also talk to the NGOs on the setting up of a
special fund that will hel p conbat the haze. The proposed fund is
different fromthe National Disaster Fund in that it will be nanaged by
the NGCs t hensel ves, " he added.

Law said he will also be witing to private conpani es or individuals to
appeal for donations to buy equi pnment used to fight the haze. "I think it
is agood thing for themto contribute."

He al so said the Cabi net had issued a directive that nakes it mandatory
for all high-rise buildings toinstall water sprinkler systens to help
reduce t he snoke particles and | ower the tenperature during hazy days.

"I hope high-rise building owners will conply with this newruling as
soon as possible," he added.

Law said for the first time, a test was conducted using a sprinkler
systemat the Kuala Lunpur City Centre on Tuesday.

He said 7,115 litres of water was used for 53 nminutes fromthe 44th
floor of the Petronas Twin Towers had nanaged to bring down the
tenperature in the vicinity by 5 1/2C.

The agencies involved in the exercise conprised the Fire and Rescue
Servi ces Departnent, the Meteorol ogi cal Department, the Chenistry
Departnent, the DOE, Universiti Putra and the nministry.

"W will continue to hold simlar exercises. Qur next |ocation wll be
at the KL Tower... before next Wednesday," he said.

Law al so said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had
suggested that fountains be built at disused m ning pools to reduce the
dust particles and | ower the tenperature.

Meanwhi | e, Law said satellite i mages of six water catchment areas in
Sel angor had been presented to the Prinme M nister, Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu and
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Qmar.

"The photos, taken on January 28 | ast year, are to facilitate the
authorities concerned intheir checks on the extent of devel oprment taking
pl ace in the areas that may have caused the current water shortage," he
sai d.

The si x wat er catchment areas are Subang, Senenyi h, Batu, Langat, Sungai
Bul oh and Kl ang Gat es.
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