09/ 09/ 1998

Leaders: Appointnents will strengthen adm nistration

PENANG, Tues. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said today the
appoi ntmrents of Datuk Mistapa Mhamed as Second Finance M nister and Tan
Sri Al'i Abul Hassan Sul ai man as Bank Negera Governor will strengthen the
financial adm nistration of the Governnent.

Descri bing their appointnments as "appropriate”, Koh said in a statenent
that both men were well-trained econom sts with sound know edge and
extensive adm ni strative experience.

In congratul ating them he expressed confidence that they would do a
good job in assisting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad "in
the national effort for econom c recovery".

"Ali Abul Hassan cones from Penang, and Mistapa al so has a good
know edge about Penang because he has worked closely with the State
Governnent in his previous and present capacities."

Koh believed their "know edge about Penang and cl ose rel ationship" wth
the State Governnment woul d bring about nore devel opment to benefit Penang
resi dents.

In Kota Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Aziz Ni k Mat believed that
Mustapa, with his vast experience, would assist the Governnment in reviving
t he econony.

"Bei ng a Kel antan-born, | cannot hide ny happi ness (with Mistapa's
appoi ntrrent) and | hope there will be no nore problens," he said.

Speaking after presenting certificates to students fromthe Maahad
Dakwah Wal -1 mamah in NilamPuri, N k Aziz said Mustapa, who is M for
Jeli, has denonstrated his capability in |ooking after the interests of
t he peopl e.

"Since hol ding the post of Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister, there has
been various activities carried out for the people,” he added.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said Mistapa and
Al'i Abul Hassan were the right choices as Second Finance M ni ster and Bank
Negara Governor respectively.

"Must apa has the right qualifications, credentials and experience to
handl e the job in the Finance Mnistry.

"Hopefully, he and Ali Abul Hassan woul d work together and hel p devise a
way to hasten the econom c recovery."”

Abu Zahar al so added that Ali Abul Hassan al so had the credential s and
experience as the fornmer director-general of the Econom c Planning Unit
and secretary of the National Econom c Action Council.

In | poh, deputy president of the Perak branch of Ml ay Chanber of
Conmrer ce, Muhammad Muhi yuddi n Abdul | ah, sai d Mustapa was a capabl e
admi ni strator considering his experience as Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni ster for the past three years.

This, he said, had given Mistapa an edge in dealing with probl ens anpong
busi nessnen.

Muhi yuddi n sai d as Mustapa had al so served as Deputy Finance Mnister in
1994, he had excellent credentials and would be able to give extra input
to the NEAC and hel p speed econoni c recovery.

In Kual a Lunpur, the Malay Chanber of Commerce of Ml aysi a president
Syed Amin Al -Jeffri said they were the right choices for the job.

Their expertise would cone in handy to redeemthe country fromthe
econom ¢ dol drunms quickly, he said in a statenent.

He said by holding the two portfolios, Mistapa would be in a better



position to help small and nedi um scal e entrepreneurs who had been badly
hit by the econom ¢ sl owdown.

Bei ng the Second Finance M nister, Miustapa had the authority to ensure
speedi er di sbursal of funds to Bumi putera businessnen to restart their
busi nesses.
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