08/ 07/ 1998

New TV station told to pronote unity through shows

SHAH ALAM Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad sai d the mass nedi a
shoul d pl ay an acti ve and honest rol e in dissem nating information which
coul d spur and encourage the peopl e towards achi eving excel | ence.

Dr Mahat hir said those with i nformati on hel d an advantage as they coul d
use themto devi se strategi es in facing chal |l enges and ensuri ng success.

The Prime M nister said this in his nessage in the souvenir programe in
conjunction with the official |aunch tonight of the country's | atest free
toair television station, ntv7, at its broadcast centre at the H com
d enmarie I ndustrial Park.

Besi des entertai nment progranmes, Dr Mahathir said it was hoped t hat
ntv7 would play a role in helping to devel op a soci ety which was
know edgeabl e, creative, i nnovative and progressive.

"It isinmportant that ntv7, through its programres, hel p enhance unity
and i ntegration between t he peopl e of Sarawak, Sabah and t he Peni nsul a,
which i s one of the objectives of its establishnment."

Dr Mahat hir hoped ntv7 woul d produce quality | ocal programes besi des
upgrading the skill and expertise of Malaysians in the nulti-nedia and
br oadcasti ng technol ogy.

The hi ghlight of the opening cerenpny was a nusical thened Konsert
Antara Dua Irama, which was a tribute to the late Tan Sri P. Ranl ee who
boosted the Malay fil mindustry in his varied rol es as actor, director,
si nger and nmusi ci an.

Anong the artistes who perfornmed were Erra Fazira, Siti Nurhaliza, Ziana
Zain, Ning Bai zura, Ato Z and Canelia, with special appearances by Aziz
Satar and S. Shansuddin, two of P. Ranml ee's closest friends inthe film
i ndustry.

Later, Dr Mahathir |aunched ntv7's Buy Mal aysi an Canpai gn at the News
St udi o where he was i nterviewed on the station's eveni ng Engli sh news
bul l'etin.

Inthe interview, Dr Mahathir urged Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal goods as
they were of high quality. He added that by doi ng so, they woul d hel p the
country's econony to recover.

He said very frequently, goods bought in various places in the world
were produced i n Mal aysia, and they were of world quality.

The station is owned by Natseven Sdn Bhd, a whol | y-owned subsi di ary of
Sar awak- based Encorp G oup Sdn Bhd.

( END)



	New TV station told to promote unity through shows (NST 08/07/1998)

