07/ 12/ 1998

Ni k Aziz: Soros' comments conplicate matters

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Several nore people today took to task currency
trader George Soros for meddling in the country's affairs by calling for
the ouster of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the

rel ease of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Soros' | atest statement had caused fear anong Opposition parties as
hi ghl i ght ed by Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat who
said that the currency trader's remarks mght affect their future.

In Kota Baru, N k Aziz urged Soros to "shut up" as his coments on
Mal aysi an politics woul d conplicate matters for Pas and t he Cpposition.

Saying the currency trader | acked finesse, N k Azi z added Soros' conment
had given an inpression that the Qpposition was under the dictate of
f orei gners.

"I't has becone a problemfor us nowif we continue to oppose the ruling
party as we will appear to be foll ow ng Soros' orders.

"If he asks us to topple (Dr Mahathir), we in turn will ask himto shut
up, " he sai d when asked to conment on Soros' call for Dr Mahathir's
ouster.

It was reported yesterday that Soros, in a speech at a US uni versity on
Thursday, had called for Dr Mahathir's ouster and t he rel ease of Anwar who
is on trial for corruption.

Ni kK Azi z, who is Pas consultative council head, saidif the foreigners
wi shed for a new Governnent in Mal aysia, they should et the Cpposition
carry out its task. He said Mal aysi ans shoul d al so wait for the general
el ection to make their choice of Government as it was the only denocratic
process.

He al so reiterated his stand that Ml aysi ans were capabl e of resol ving
their internal problenms without foreignintervention.

I n Langkawi , at the simultaneous openi ng of the Farners' Managenent
Institute and t he annual neeting of the National Farners' Organisation, Dr
Mahathir in a lighter vein said:

"I thank all of you farm ng heroes who have expressed support for me. |
will relay it to Soros. Maybe he won't believe, but that's okay."
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