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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 (Bernamm) -- The National |Information Technol ogy
Council (NITC) today presented its 1st Term Report at a neeting chaired by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

In the report, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians will have to adjust and take
advant age of the phenonenal devel opnent in information technol ogy as the
country's industrialisation strategy alone is not going to help it achieve
a fully-devel oped nation status by 2020.

"The sudden upsurge of information and conmuni cation technologies is
changi ng the way in which business is done and i ndustry behaves. W have to
adj ust and take advantage of this phenonenal devel opnment,"” he added.

The I nformati on Superhi ghway, he said, is traversing the gl obe,
enabling all kinds of transactions and rel ationships to take place that
were not possible before.

For instance, huge flows of funds can take place in seconds, crossing
borders and ignoring exchange rates and other regulatory barriers.

This, as was seen in Asia, can have massive repercussions on nationa
and regi onal econom es.

International conpetitiveness can also be significantly enhanced as
conpani es and entrepreneurs use the Internet to reach a huge gl obal nmarket
and link directly with suppliers, manufacturers and distributors,
dimnuting time and space.

El ectroni cal l y-1i nked networks of small and | arge conpani es can bring
capital, new technol ogi es and sophistication into the country, enabling
Mal aysi an entrepreneurs to devel op worl d-class products and services.

Mahat hir said Mal aysia sees in all these an opportunity to nove ahead
at an unprecedented pace.

"We cannot afford to just keep up with other devel opments, other
technol ogi es, other nations. W have to find a way to | aunch ourselves into
the frontline of global progress.

"ITwill provide us with this launch pad. IT will enpower Ml aysians so
that they can catch up with the devel oped world and so inprove the quality
of their lives," he added.

As such, there is a need to create a clearer understanding of the
i nformation revolution and how it can inprove the quality of lives. And
hence the formation of NITC in 1994.

Mahat hir said key issues to be considered by NITC over the next few
years are the role of government and the private and voluntary sectors, the
need to ensure universal access to information, the devel opnent of
t echnol ogi cal conpetence and ways to facilitate el ectronic conmmerce.

In a changi ng econom c | andscape where political and geographica
barriers are rapidly disappearing, there is this requirement to re-invent
gover nent, he expl ai ned.

Thi s means inproving the way governnent adm nisters its business and
delivers its services to the public by taking advantage of the new
i nformati on and conmuni cati on technol ogi es.

"So Mal aysia has nade the first inportant nove towards a fully
net wor ked government. Putrajaya, the new federal government administrative
centre, when fully conpleted in 2005, will reflect a radically new approach
to make public sector services nore peopl e-centred.

"In building a culture of information, interconnectivity is fast
becoming a fact of life as nore and nore people realise the value of being



able to find instant answers to many of their urgent needs.

"Therefore, over the next decade, one of the nost inportant tasks is to
make sure that the benefits of network conputing are nmade avail able to
every Ml aysian, rich or poor, able and disabled, to schools, hospitals,
clinics and voluntary organi sations as well as busi nesses.”

Al this, the Prime Mnister pointed out, will contribute towards the
buil ding of a civil society where all Ml aysians have equal and affordabl e
access to information and |l earning to enable themto be nore deeply aware
of their unique strengths and cl ear-sighted about how best to inprove the
quality of Malaysian life.

"In today's information revolution, know edge is in the driver's seat.
Qur children will be part of the Net-generation of the future. Network
literacy nmust be a standard for this generation,” he said.

The governnent, he added, is re-designing the education system and at
the sane tine retraining and re-orientating the educati on professionals to
beconme notivators and catal ysts for change.

Under the MSC initiative, both the governnent and private sector are
wor ki ng together to set up smart schools where children fromall wal ks of
life will be provided with the facilities, teaching techniques and
environnent that foster the highest possible |evels of achievenent.

Al so, as the IT wave gat hers nonentum businesses are being swept into
a highly conpetitive electronic "marketspace," where there are no borders
and boundari es.

Mahat hir said the businesses' very success hinges on their ability to
get into shape for the global game of el ectronic business and the N TC has
acritical role to play in managing the country's transformation to a
know edge-rich society.

But inits effort to nove Malaysia into the Information Age, he added,
the NI TC nust be mindful of the need to preserve and strengthen the
intrinsic Asian val ues.

In creating a "Virtual Commonwealth,” it is inportant to find a way of
using today's technologies to facilitate debate and di scussi on anong
| eaders of nations, transnational corporations and non-government a
organi sations as well as representatives of citizens' groups, academ a and
the mass nedi a, he said.

"This forumfor smart dial ogue and networking will enable all of us,
rich nation or poor, devel oped or devel oping, to work together to manage
our world better so that we can share the common weal th," he added. --
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