09 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r - Tal ks
MAHATHI R HOLDS TALKS W TH MYANMAR LEADER

By: Syed Jami| Jaafar

YANGON, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad hel d tal ks here today with Myanmar | eader Seni or General Than Shwe
on regional issues including the use of Asean currencies for intra-Asean
trade.

Dr Mahathir, who advocated the "Asean currency for trade" plan as a
means of mitigating the inpact of the rising US dollar on the region's
econom es, raised the matter during di scussions between the Ml aysi an and
Myanmar del egati ons at Parliament House, here.

The prime mnister, who arrived here earlier in the day for a two-day
official visit to Myanmar, has already visited several other Asean capitals
to win support for the plan.

Asean groups Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, |ndonesia, Singapore,

t he Philippines, Thailand and Vi et nam

Oficials said both del egati ons al so di scussed barter trade and the
Mynamar illegal imrgrant problemin Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir al so witnessed the signing of the avoi dance of double
taxation agreenent and a menorandum of understanding on the abolition of
visa for diplomatic and official passport hol ders.

The two documents were signed by Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and his Myanmar counterpart GChn Gyaw.

The prime mnister also planted a tree at the People's Park to mark the
visit, aimed at inproving bilateral relations and regional solidarity.

Toni ght, Gen Than Shwe, who is Chairman of the State Peace and
Devel opnent Council (SPDC), hosted a dinner for Dr Mahathir and his
del egati on.

Gen Than Shwe was on hand to receive Dr Mahathir on his arrival to a
red-carpet and 19-gun salute welcone for his first trip to Myanmar since it
becanme an Asean menber |ast year.

Hundreds of flag-waving children al so gave Dr Mahathir, acconpani ed by
his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali, a rousing wel cone.

Dr Mahathir last visited Myanmar in 1988 as a guest of then prine
m ni ster Maung Maung Kha. -- BERNANA

SJ



	MAHATHIR HOLDS TALKS WITH MYANMAR LEADER (Bernama 09/03/1998)

