08/ 06/ 1998
No busi ness tal ks during stopover: Mirdoch

Kamar ul Yunus

MR RUPERT Murdoch, the News Corp Ltd chairman and owner of Hong Kong-based
Star Television Ltd, visited the Measat Broadcast Network Systens Sdn Bhd
centre in Bukit Jalil yesterday but insisted he was not on a shoppi ng
trip.

Mur doch, who was nmet by pressmen at the departure hall of the Sultan
Abdul Azi z Shah airport in Subang, said he was in the country for a "brief
st opover".

He said he net Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his
deputy and Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim but did not discuss
busi ness.

"I't was a private tal k. Nothing about business ... just world affairs."

Asked i f he had discussed the possibility of acquiring stakes in
Mal aysi an conpani es, Murdoch sai d:

"No, nothing to do with nmy business. | amjust passing by."

Miurdoch had arrived i n Kual a Lunpur in the norning. M T. Ananda
Kri shnan, a maj or sharehol der of Measat, was at the airport to send of f
the world nedia nmagnate to China

Ananda Kri shnan sai d Murdoch, who confessed that Malaysia is a
"wonder ful place" to do business, briefly toured the Measat Broadcast
centre

When asked if the world nmedi a magnat e was pl anning to i nvest i n Measat
Broadcast, Ananda Krishnan said: "He (Murdoch) came to visit Astro station
because Astro uses Star channel ... Astro has some formof col |l aboration
with them (Star channel).”

Measat Broadcast is the operator of Malaysia's first direct-to-user
satellite broadcast services, Astro. Ananda Krishna has stakes in Measat
Br oadcast through Usaha Tegas Entertai nnent Systens Sdn Bhd, a conpany
owned by trusts associated with his famly

Meanwhi | e, Ananda Kri shnan sai d Murdoch had expressed confidence in
Mal aysia's ability to recover fromthe current econonic probl ens.

"(Murdoch) is very supportive of Malaysia. He said Malaysia is a
wonder ful place to do business".

(END)
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