18 JUL 1998
Mahat hi r - Johan
NO CLAMPDOM ON LOCAL MEDI A, SAYS DR MAHATH R

BANG , July 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday deni ed foreign nmedia reports of clanpdown on the | ocal nedia
followi ng the resignation of Utusan Mel ayu G oup editor-in-chief Datuk
Johan Jaaffar.

"That's the kind of thing they will say. But what they say doesn't
matter to us. What we say matters,” he told reporters after opening "Sri
Ut usan”, the new ultra-nodern printing conplex of Uusan Ml ayu (Ml aysi a)
Ber had here.

However, Dr Mahathir said the governnent now finds that when it asked
for cooperation fromthe | ocal nedia, sone would i mediately tell the
foreign nedia that the governnent has instructed them inplying that the
government controls the nedia.

"Yet, the local nedia hit back at the government much nore often from
the foreign nmedia sonetines,” he said.

He refuted allegation that the resignation of Johan was due to
political pressure.

"When he canme, there were tal ks of political pressure...now he |eaves.
They all cone and go sonetines,” he said.

Later, when net by reporters, Utusan G oup executive chairman Tan Sri
Kamarul Ariffin said that the issue of political pressure did not arise.

"All this did not arise. It is all speculation by outsiders especially
the nmedi a and possibly instigated by the locals, but actually there is
none. He wanted to step down, that is all,"” he said.

Kamarul Ariffin said that he received Johan's resignation letter |ast
Tuesday but had not nmade a deci sion.

He said that the conpany's board of directors would neet on Tuesday to
di scuss the resignation and woul d possi bly nanme his successor
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