15/ 12/ 1998
No consensus on Canbodi a's entry by Asean | eaders

Ashraf Abdul | ah in Hano
ASEAN | eaders failed to reach a consensus to adnit Canbodi a i nto Asean at
the Sixth Asean Summit, but agreed to do so in the near future.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad, when approached by
reporters after the dinner for | eaders of the Sixth Asean Sunmt | ast
ni ght, said: "Yes, we have a consensus but there are variations. |I cannot
announce it," he said.

Phi |'i ppi nes President Joseph Estrada said Canbodi a woul d be adm tted at
a proper time, but not at the current sunmt.

Its Foreign M nister Dom ngo Siazon sai d Canbodi a woul d not be sitting
as a menber when the sumit begi ns today.

An of ficial announcenent is expected today.

Canbodi a' s schedul ed admi ssion i nto Asean i n Kual a Lunpur | ast year was
deferred after Prime Mnister Hun Sen ousted his then co-Prime M nister
Pri nce NorodomRanari ddh in a power struggle that | ed to bl oody clashes in
Phnom Penh.

The two rivals agreed |ast nonth that their parties would forma new
coalition. The Governnent headed by Hun Sen was sworn in | ast Monday.

Fol | owi ng thi s devel opnent, the UNcredentials conmittee voted in favour
of accepting Canbodi a back i nto the UN | ast week.

Cambodi a i s pushing ahead for an early entry into Asean to win early
i nternational acceptance and ai d.

Wi | e Mal aysi a, host Vietnamand others, were in favour of accepting
Canbodia into the fold at this sunmit, Singapore, Thailand and the
Phi | i ppi nes were against it.

They felt that Canbodi a's Government was too new and its senate had not
been f or ned.

The Asean Foreign Mnisters failed to reach consensus on Canbodi a' s
i mredi ate entry | ast week.

Hun Sen and Ranari ddh agreed on Nov 13 to forma new coalition. Under
the coalition pact, Hun Sen agreed to back Ranari ddh as president of the
Nati onal Assenbly while a new senate will be forned.

Canmbodi a becane an observer in Asean in 1995.
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