29 MAY 1998
Mahat hi r - Bum put er a
NO DI SCRI M NATI ON | N ASSI STANCE TO BUM PUTERA COVPAN ES

TUMPAT, May 29 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the government will continue to provide assistance
to Bum putera conpani es facing problens during the econonmic crisis.

He gave an assurance that the governnent would not discrimnate between
big and smal | Bum putera conpani es.

"If conpanies of the Bum puteras including the Malays are allowed to
wind up, we will return to the situation before the New Econom c Policy was
i ntroduced when the Mal ays were poor," he said when opening the Kel antan
Mul ti medi a, Tel econmuni cati ons and El ectronics Exposition (Entek '98) at
Sekol ah Menengah Chabang Enpat here.

Dr Mahathir said that governnent assistance was provided to reduce the
huge di sparity of wealth between the Buni puteras and non-Bum puteras in the
country.

"W don't want to see the Malays so poor while the rich are the
non- Bum put eras, " he said.

"We are not envious of themand in fact provide them assistance to
become mllionaires or billionaires and we are even nore proud if they can
afford to own aircraft, ships and other things,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the government would not allow the views of
outsiders to thwart its efforts to assist the Bum puteras to achi eve
greater progress.

"Sone outsiders even stated that the rich are cronies of the |eaders,"
the prime mnister said.

He said that the outsiders resorted to such action because they want to
see the Ml ays remain poor

"W will continue to assist the Bum puteras even though there are
outsiders out to frustrate our efforts,” he said.

As such, Dr Mahathir said that the government and the people should be
alert against a new form of foreign dom nation, through the multinedia
onsl aught .

He said that the people should take heed of the recent devel opnents in
I ndonesi a which was fornerly regarded as a world economc tiger but whose
econony had col | apsed, caused by outsiders.

The prime mnister also called on the people including those in the
rural areas to acquaint thenselves and try to acquire adequate know edge in
the information technology (IT) field in line with the governnent's efforts
to pronote IT in the country.

He said that a good knowl edge of IT would enable the people to
wi thstand attenpts by outsiders to underm ne the country through the
mul ti ndi a onsl aught .

"Thi s technol ogy which provides us access to borderless comuni cation
can help us turn the country into a strong and progressive nation," he
sai d.

Former Deputy Prime M nister Tun Ghafar Baba, Rural Devel oprent
M ni st er Datuk Annuar Misa, Gua Miusang Menber of Parliament Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah and Dewan Negara President Tan Sri Mhanmed Yaacob were
anong t hose present.

For Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, it was his first appearance in public after he underwent an
operation to renove a blood clot in his |left ankle on May 16.

During a tour of the exposition, the prinme mnister held a



tel econferencing with 13-year-old Sam hah Suradin, a patient in the
Intensive Care Unit of the Universiti Sains Ml aysia Hospital in Kubang
Kerian, about 25 kilonetres from here.

She was hospitalised four years ago since she was paral ysed fromthe
neck down because of encephal onyelitis, a brain and spinal cord infection.

The exposition, the first held in Kelantan, is participated by about 40
mul ti medi a conpanies in the country.

The six-day exposition is organi sed by the Pasir Mas Foundation and
Tel ekom Mal aysi a Ber had, the nain sponsor.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah were nmet on arrival at the
Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in Pengkal an Chepa by Umo and Bari san Nasi onal
| eaders including Annuar, who is the deputy chairman of the Kel antan Umo
Li ai son Conmittee and Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa
Mohamad, who is the Kelantan BN vice chairnman.

They were accorded a colourful traditional welcone at the exposition
grounds.

After the opening cerenmony, the prime mnister left for the residence
of Pasir Mas Umo Division head, Datuk IbrahimAli at Taman M m in \Wakaf
Baru for |unch.

Dr Mahathir perfornmed Friday prayers at the Wakaf Bharu Mosque before
| eaving for Kual a Lunpur.
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