29/ 06/ 1998

No finger-pointing, warns Keng Yaik

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k warned
agai nst "finger-pointing" on the question of nepoti smand cronyi smunl ess
those who | evel | ed such accusati ons coul d substantiate their clains.

"Such accusations cannot be accepted politically,” he added.

He said only politicians who had a hi dden agenda woul d do such a thi ng.

"As far as | know, our Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
wi Il not entertain such accusations. He (Dr Mahathir) will only accept
si ncer e suggestions and reconmendati ons. "

Dr Lim whois also Mnister of Primary I ndustries, saidthis inhis
wi ndi ng-up speech to points raised by del egates during the debate on the
presidential address at the 27th Gerakan Del egat es Conference.

"If one does not have the facts, then one shoul d not nake cl ai ns on
nepoti smand croyni sm Gerakan | eaders and nmenbers have shown their
maturity by not indul ging in finger-pointing on these issues."

Dr Limsaid this in response to i ssues rai sed by del egates during the
t wo- day conference.

On the question of privatisation which was hotly debated by the
del egates, Dr Li massured Yout h chai rman Dat uk Chang Ko Youn that the
party woul d continue to support himover his recent coments on the
proposed privatisation of solid waste disposal.

Chang had recently criticised Housi ng and Local Government M ni ster
Dat uk Dr Ti ng Chew Peh over the proposed privatisation whichledto an
exchange of views in the mass nedi a.

Dr Limsaid the party was not agai nst privatisation but wanted to ensure
t hat such noves woul d not further burden the people financially.

"Privatisation inplenentation, inthis case, is questionable."

He, however, assured that the party would work closely with the Mnister
concerned and provide constructive suggestions.

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon in his reply told
del egat es how he had convi nced t he Federal Governnent not to allowPLUS to
increase the toll by six per cent annually for the Penang bridge.

"I'f this had happened, people using the bridge would have to pay as nuch
as RMVA0 in 25 years' tinme. Negotiations have resulted in a hi ke of two per
cent annually and users will only be charged RML3 during the same period."

Koh, who is also party vice-president, said Gerakan woul d ensure that
all privatisated projects areinlinewth the basic principle of reducing
the financial and manpower burden of the Governnent.

Wani ta chi ef Datuk Kee Phai k Cheen called on the party to set up a pre-
general election task force.

"There are fears that there will be a pendul umswi ng i n favour of the
Opposition," she added.
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