28/ 02/ 1998
No free ride for pre-Ganes

Jugj et Si ngh

VWH LE fans will witness the pre-Ganes at the Bukit Jalil Stadiumon July
11-19 free of charge, it will be no freeride for the five sports

associ ations who will be involved in the test run for the Comonweal th
Ganes.

Sukom' 98, the Commonweal th Ganes organi sers, are expecting the
associ ations to foot part of the bill.

The five associations - athletics, sw nmmng, squash, gymastics and
men' s hockey - have until March 15 to submt their budgets for the pre-
Ganes neets.

"We don't know how nuch the pre-Games are going to cost Sukom" said
Sukom executive chairman Jen (rtd) Tan Sri Hashi mAli yesterday.

"Only after we receive the proposals fromthe associations will we have
a clear idea. The budget for the pre-Ganes will cone out of the RVB10
m | 1ion Sukomhave alloted for the Ganes.

"So we hope the associations will be agreeable to neet sone of the
expenses. " Once Sukomrecei ve the esti mat ed budget, whi ch Hashi mexpects
to be inflated, the trinm ng-down process will begin. Aneeting with the
associations will be held soon to finalise the budget.

"They nmust not exceed the deadl i ne because we don't have nuch tine to
plan for the pre-Ganmes test," said Hashim

The pre-Ganes, at the suggestion of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad to test the scoreboards, scoring systens and crowd
control, is seen as a cruci al test to gauge Sukoni s preparations as wel | .

Astro and Tanj ong PLC, appointed to assenbl e an extensive seni -
tel evisi on systemwhi ch will broadcast |ive footage of all 16 Commonweal t h
sports to their client broadcasters, will also use the pre-Gnes as a
trial.

The system worth RW7.5 million, will enabl e sports comentat ors,
producers and others to use live feeds of events via satellite.

The Light Rail Transit systemis expected to be conpleted by July and
this will enabl e Sukomto check their transport departnent’'s preparations
as wel |.

The run will benefit the five sports as well because they will get a
chance to further prepare their athletes. Hockey and squash are expected
toinviteaninternational field while athletics, swi mm ng and gymmasti cs
will be | owkey affairs.

Mal aysi a AAU ( MAAU) president Datuk Khalid Yunus said earlier they wll
not invite any big names for the trials and i nstead concentrate on testing
the system

Khal i d said MAAU wi | | need about RMB0OO, 000 to organi se the neet and t hey
are prepared to shoul der a portion of it. On accommbdati on, MAAU wi | |
house the athletes at the Petronas Training Centre and t he Maybank Sports
Conpl ex, in Bangi .

Sukomare al so considering giving out prizes to fans and organi se a
concert to gauge crowd control and parking facilities.
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