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NO FURTHER REDUCTI ON | N TOLL RATES ON SECOND LI NK

JOHOR BAHARU, April 5 (Bernama) -- There will be no further reduction
inthe toll rates on the second route |inking Tanjung Kupang in Johor and
Tuas in Singapore, said Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu today.

"I don't think the charges can be reduced fromwhat they are today," he
told reporters after opening the Arul mi gu Meenachi Amman Tenpl e in Kanpung
Oen, Hulu Tiram near here.

He said Malaysia could allow notorists to use the second route w thout
any charge but then they would still not be able to get into Singapore for
free.

"They grunble when it comes to paying their own governnment but when
they enter another country they shut up and pay," he said.

Sanmy Vellu said it would be a bad policy not to charge notorists
because it cost RML.3 billion to build the second |link and there was no
other way to get the noney back than to collect tolls.

He said it would be inappropriate not to charge notorists for using the
second |ink because it would discourage the private sector in participating
in future government's privatised projects.

The second link was jointly built by Milaysia and Singapore, with the
latter constructing 0.3kmof the of the two-kilonetre stretch costing S$600
mllion. Malaysia built the remaining 1. 7km plus the six-lane road |inking
it with the North-South H ghway at a cost of RML.2 billion.

The toll charges are RWM.80 for cars, RML1.40 vans and small lorries,
RW5.50 big lorries and trailers, RW. 10 taxis, RM5.20 buses and RML
not or cycl es.

Cars are al so charged RML. 80 for crossing Tanjung Kupang Pl aza. while
vans and lorries RVMB.60, big lorries and trailers RW. 50, buses RML, 80 and
taxi s RMD. 90.

Sany Vel lu said the government had al ready reduced the charges
followi ng public conplaints and the new rates were between 25 and 48 per
cent |ess than original agreed with devel oper and concesssi oner Linkedua
(M Sdn Bhd.

Asked on the small nunber of vehicles using the second |ink because of
the high toll rates, he said given tine nore notorists would use it.

He said that if a lorry had to wait up to five hours at the Johor
Causeway to get into Singapore, cost wise the lorry would be paying nore
t han using the second |ink.

"When we built the Pulau Pinang bridge, everyone was saying that the
toll rate was expensive but now mllions of vehicles have been using it.
The sane thing happened with the North-South H ghway. So, for how | ong can
t hey bear using the Johor Causeway," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his Singapore
counterpart Goh Chok Tong will open the second link on April 18. -- BERNAMA

MKO HAR ABG



	NO FURTHER REDUCTION IN TOLL RATES ON SECOND LINK (Bernama 05/04/1998)

