05/ 12/ 1998

"No logic in registering people as Sabah Foundati on nenbers'

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - A Sabah Umo official has described an on-going
exerci se by the OQpposition Parti Bersekutu to regi ster the people of Sabah
as sharehol ders of the Sabah Foundation as an insult to them

Sabah Umo information chief Datuk Karim Ghani said there was no |ogic
in the exercise because there were no shares in the foundation for the
peopl e.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the Sabah Umo Informati on Bureau
comm ttee neeting, here, Karimsaid the exercise was a desperate attenpt
by Parti Bersekutu to get the people's support.

"The exercise is nothing nore than a political gimick," he said,
echoing a statenent by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on
the sane issue during his recent visit to Sabah

Parti Bersekutu acting president Datuk Harris Salleh had when | aunchi ng
the exercise two nonths ago said each adult "Sabahan" was entitled to an
annual RMB0OO dividend fromthe foundati on.

Kari msaid when Harris was Chief Mnister between 1976 and 1985, Sabah's
econony was boom ng and the State had | arge areas of tinber but there was
never a paynent of RMB00 dividend fromthe foundation to the people.

Meanwhi | e, the Sabah Umo I nformation Bureau in collaboration with the
I nformati on Departnent will organi se a day-1ong ceranah this Sunday on
preparation for the forthconing State el ections.

Anmong t he speakers invited for the colloqgiumare former Semangat 46
presi dent Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah, Umo information chief Datuk Mhd Yusof
Noor and Bari san Nasional secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak will officiate its opening,
whi |l e Sabah Umo |iai son conmittee chief Datuk Osu Sukamwi |l close it.

Kari m sai d about 1,000 division and branch |l evel information chiefs were
expected to attend the ceranah.
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